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ADIFFERENT LIGHT

REVIE

A CATALOG OF GAY AND LESBIAN BOOKS/VIDEOS

LESBIAN FICTION

BASTARD OUT OF CAROLINA by Dorothy
Allison. Now in paperback. Deep in lush South
Carolina, with its afternoons of sweet tea served in
the shade of weeping willows, live the Boatwrights—
rough-hewn, drinking men who shoot up each
other’s trucks, and indomitable women who
marry young and age too fast. This is Ruth Anne’s
story, written in a mesmerizing voice that mingles
languid country music with raw physical violence.
Allison is a National Book Award Finalist. “Simply
stunning...A wonderful work of fiction by a
major new talent,” says the New York Times Book
Review. PLUME, 11672/$10

CLAIRE OF THE MOON by Nicole Conn. Two
women who have paid a great price for their
place in the world meet—in this novelization of
the movie by the same name, about one woman’s
journey into her sexual identity—at a writers’
colony on the coast of Oregon. “Highly erotic,
perhaps even graphic, the intensity portrayed in
the love-making possesses a strong sense of
dignity merged with love,” says the Daily Vanguard.
NAIAD, 5833/$10.95

ANTHOLOGY

SPORTDYKES: Stories from On and Off the
Field, edited by Susan Fox Rogers. A sexy,
literary anthology that explores, defines and cele-
brates the lesbian sports experience—from softball
to ice hockey—with pieces by journalist Victoria
Brownsworth, basketball star Mariah Burton
Nelson, columnist Alisa Solomon, coach Pat
Griffin, novelists Jenifer Levin and Leslea Newman,
Girljock founder Roxxie, erotic novelist Robbi
Sommers, cartoonists Kris Kovick and Michele
Kort, and others. ST. MARTIN’S, 7263/$18.95 HC

MYSTERY

FLASHPOINT by Katherine V. Forrest. In our
most celebrated lesbian mystery writer’s first new
novel in three years, three lesbians and a gay man
wait in a state of high anxiety in a cabin in Califor-
nia for Donnelly, the woman who summoned
then there, the woman all four have in common.
Donnelly is a political activist on the national scene
whose “inside information” regarding a forth-
coming political decision will affect these lives—
and the lives of all lesbians and gay men—forever.
NAIAD, 4642/$22.95 HC

BIOGRAPHY

K.D. LANG: All You Get is Me by Victoria
Starr. A thorough, behind-the-scenes look at one
of our finest singers—who has recorded five
albums, and won several prestigious awards.
Journalist Starr has interviewed friends and
family, music industry peers, college friends, and
a horde of “lang insiders.” Many rare childhood
photographs. ST. MARTIN'S, 6671/$22.95 HC

VISIT OUR

HUGE
NEW STORE IN
MANHATTAN

151 West 19th Street, NY, NY 10011
212-989-4850 + Open 7 Days

OTHER RETAIL STORES:

SAN FRANCISCO, 489 Castro
415-431-0891 + Open 7 Days

WEST HOLLYWOOD, 8853 Santa Monica
310-854-6601 « Open 7 Days

HISTORY

ODD GIRLS AND TWILIGHT LOVERS: A
History of Lesbian Life in Twentieth-Century
America by Lillian Faderman. This Lambda
Literary Award winner is the definitive study of
modern lesbian life, from 1900 through today’s
diverse lifestyles. “Compelling...Poignant and
moving, full of facts and wonderful details that
readers may not have encountered, things that
are a pleasure to learn and seem important to
know,” says The Los Angeles Times Book Review.
PENGUIN, 2422/$12

SUPERSTARS: Twelve Lesbians Who Changed
the World by Dell Richards. An exploration of
the lives of 12 free-thinking women—*“James”
Miranda Barry, Florence Nightingale, M. Carey
Thomas, Jane Addams, Lillian Wald, Alice
Hamilton, Edith Hamilton, Natalie Barney, Sylvia
Beach, A’Lelia Walker, Anna Freud, Vita Sackville-
West—who helped to lay the foundation of modern
society. They were feminists long before the
word was invented. CARROLL & GRAF, 9423/$12.95

QUEER THEORY/
GAY AND LESBIAN STUDIES

MY AMERICAN HISTORY: Lesbian and Gay
Life During the Reagan/Bush Years by Sarah
Schulman. Nonfiction, written from 1981 to
1992, inspired by activism in the feminist and
lesbian/gay movements by one of our leading
young novelists. She examines both the political
issues and moments of triumph and tragedy of
the progressive movements of the time—as
activists struggled under impossible odds and an
ever-growing opposition from the rise of the
Right, attacks on abortion, sex wars in the feminist
movement, the AIDS pandemic, censorship and
the NEA, and new lesbian activism. Included is
the Lesbian Avengers Handbook.

ROUTLEDGE, 9202/$15.95

REFERENCE, RESOURCE

A LEGAL GUIDE FOR
LESBIAN AND GAY
COUPLES by Robin
Leonard, Hayden Curry
and Denis Clifford.
Addresses the needs of the
growing community of over
20 million lesbians and gay
men in the U.S.—including
step-by-step information to
protect legal and financial rights when buying
property together, planning for medical emergen-
cies, and providing for each other in the case of
death. “Full of model contracts and agreements...
this guide well serves and supports the spirit of
the law,” says the Los Angeles Times.

NOLO, 4227/$21.95

THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL STUDENTS’
GUIDE to Colleges, Universities, and Grad-
uate Schools by Jan-Mitchell Sherrill and
Craig A. Hardesty. It’s estimated that one in six
college students is gay, lesbian, or bisexual. Yet un-
til now there existed no resource book by which
they could judge—in advance of enrolling —the
climate of the nation’s schools. This book eval-
uates the college and university experiences of
gay, lesbian and bisexual students, thereby giving
voice to the largest under-recognized minority
on campus. (Publication possible in part by a
grant from A Different Light Foundation.)
NYU PRESS, 5942/$14.95

Legal
Guide for

§ LESBIAN
ND GAY




WOMEN'S TRAVELLER ‘94. A guide for the USA,
Canada and the Caribbean for lesbians. Lists

accomodations, city tourist information and many
city maps. Anecdotal background info on some lo-
cales helps to orient newcomers. DAMRON, 8414/$10

FERRARI'S PLACES FOR WOMEN: World-
wide Women’s Guide. Nearly 500 pages of
listings to guide women travellers. Helpful special
sections include women’s festivals, cruises and
sailing, tours, outside adventures, events and
conferences, and mail order resources.

FERRARI, 758/$13

PHOTOGRAPHY

THE ILLUSTRATED BIOGRAPHY OF K D
LANG by D. Bennahum. Up close and personal,
this collection of candid concert photos captures
the lesbian world’s favorite singer—in action.

MUSIC SALES, 7883/$11.95 ;

SEXVALITY

THE LESBIAN SEX |
BOOK: A Guide for |
Women Who Love |
Women by Wendy Caster.
An informative and enter-
taining lesbian sex guide for
the 1990s dealing with oral |
sex, masturbation and pene- '
tration—along with related “hot” topics such as
intimacy, non-monogamy, health and political

correctness. Never judgmental, this book is
perfect for the newly out as well as the
perpetually adventurous. ALYSON, 6631/$14.95

BISEXUALITY

DUAL ATTRACTION: Understanding
Bisexuality by Martin S. Weinberg, Colin J.
Willliams and Douglas W. Pryor. Revelations
from a major study of bisexuality present a wealth
of information regarding the nature of bisexual
attraction, the steps leading to bisexual experi-
ence, and the ways in which sexual preference
can change. The authors reveal that intimate rela-
tionships influence changing sexual preferences,
and that nurture, more than nature, provides the
basis for sexual identity.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY, 7097/$27.50

EROTICA

THE BEST AMERICAN EROTICA 1993,
edited by Susie Bright. This debut collection of
short stories and excerpts by
cutting-edge writers such as
Anne Rice, Pat Califia and
Barbara Gowdy is sure to
delight all lovers of first-rate
erotic literature. While the
material is not exclusively
lesbian (some is straight,
some gay), there is
plenty to keep you
interested.

COLLIER, 9818/$12

LEATHER WOMEN, edited by Laura
Antoniou. This groundbreaking anthology
includes lesbian erotica from the pens of many of
today’s newest and most outrageous writers.
Their subject: the female libido. Their assignment:
break every rule imposed on women’s fantasies.
The result: 15 hot hot tales. ROSEBUD, 7320/$4.95

DESERT HEARTS. This adaptation by Jane Rule
of her novel Desert of the Heart is a perennial
bestseller. While waiting for her divorce papers
in Reno, upright professor Vivian meets and falls
for free-spirit Cay. Features a great 50s soundtrack
and one of the best and longest love scenes
between women in the movies. (96 minutes)
VHS 3730/$39.95

SALMONBERRIES. Canadian recording star k d
lang makes her film debut (with one nude scene!)
in this story of two women—one searching for
the past, one fleeing it—who meet in the snowy
regions of the Arctic and form a special friendship
that transforms both of their lives. k d sings the
theme song, the hauntingly beautiful Barefoot.
“Lang is fearless and compelling,” says The Globe
& Mail. (94 minutes) VHS 333/$69.95

WITHOUT YOU I'M NOTHING. The ever-
intriguing Sandra Bernhard—now on TV’s
Roseanne—adapts her one-woman Off Broadway
show for the screen. Her biting humor, her
lounge singer send-ups, and her stars and stripes
striptease!....what more could you ask for? (90
minutes) VHS/$19.98
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editor'snote

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

very day we as gay people are denied our basic rights under
the Constitution. Why do “life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness” only apply to heterosexuals We are denied housing,
lose our jobs and are deemed unfit parents to raise our children.
But we are making headway. On June 26 New York will play host
to the 1994 Gay Games and the anniversary of Stonewall. The
city will be inundated with more than one million gays and les-
bians — fighting for our rights, celebrating our unity and remem-

bering those courageous people who started the Gay Movement.

With this issue DENEUVE celebrates its third anniversary and
takes a look at Stonewall from a lesbian perspective. There is
still some controversy surrounding our roll in Stonewall. How

Photo by Linda Sue Scott

many of us were there, and what part did we play?

In the article “It Wasn't Just One More Raid; Stories from ‘69,” Kate Brandt interviews six prominent les-
bian activists who recall Stonewall’s impact. “Stonewall, the Queer Revolution” examines the role les-
bians played in the uprising and the fight that must continue in order to ensure our future rights. On a
lighter note, DENEUVE has researched the activites and celebrations of the Stonewall anniversary that will
be taking place in New York City. Find the pull-out section in the center of the magazine and take it with
you! (Don't forget the DENEUVE Aftershock Party!)

This issue also profiles strong lesbians whose contributions are making profound impacts in our commu-
nity. Lesbian Avenger foremother Sarah Schulman is highlighted on page 26, and filmmaker Pratibha
Parmar talks about her movie Warrior Marks on page 36. Authors Sapphire and Katherine Forrest
speak of their newly published books, with a special exerpt from Forrest's new novel on page 50.
Musician Ferron tells us of her journey as songwriter, musician and lesbian in “Driving on Ahead.”

In my opinion, this issue of DENEUVE is one of our most interesting. It is important that we continue exam-
ining our roles as lesbians in history. The articles you will find in this issue will remind us of that once
again. But “liberty and justice for all” still does not mean ALL, so today we continue to fight for our
rights. | look forward to seeing you in New York in June and continuing to see you rally for our rights.

| want to dedicate this issue to the women of Stonewall and those who have fought so diligently for our
rights ever since — Happy Anniversary!

%‘(I/ZCO“

Frances Stevens
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CROSSING THE BORDERS

I've just gotten through reading your
article on the survival of women'’s book-
stores in the February issue.

I'd like to bring to your memory, or
point out for the first time, that
Minneapolis has what | believe is the old-
est women's bookstore in the country in
Amazon Books. | think they’ve been
around for twenty-plus years and have
withstood the impact of several Barnes &
Noble stores, two Borders Book Shops
plus many good general independent
bookstores over those many years. Being
an unrepentant book junkie, | still shop
there several times a year.

Some people make a conscious deci-
sion not to shop in chain bookstores, but
many people recognize that we have a
great selection of lesbian literature, women'’s
studies and lesbian and gay non-iction.

My bottom line is that | sincerely hope
that there are enough lesbians who read
and purchase books for their personal
libraries that there is business enough for
a whole range of bookstore environments.
Cathy Fejes

general manager, Borders Book Shop
Minneapolis, MN

DOWN ON TOPP

| beg to differ with the article on the
Topp Twins by Laura L. Post. Being both
American and a permanent resident of
New Zealand, | had the opportunity to
experience these girls’ act in July 1993.

These girls (not women) unfortunately
are anything but outspoken, political or lib-
erated. Their act, the New Zealand version
at least, | found extremely conformist and
up to expectations of the New Zealand sta-
tus quo. And please, they are not OUT in
New Zealand — the way most queer
women define “out” — in fact, they will
allude to it, but they are anything but a loud
voice in the women’s movement in New
Zealand. | feel it is important to report the
truth and to be factual about such things. In
an age where it is critically important for us
women to be direct, clear, honest, mature
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and empowered, the last thing we need is
further enhancement of illusion. New
Zealanders are great at gefting the rest of
the world to believe that they are so liber-
al, so vocal and so political, when in actu-
ality they are more concerned with your
disapproving of them than they are in
telling you what is really going on and
what life is really like for them.

A. Roy
Boulder, CO

NO MORE MINK . . .

| have been enjoying your magazine
for the last five editions and think it is
great!! Well, that was until your February
issue, when | happened to notice a partic-
ular advertisement on page 47.

| find it hard to believe that this cal-
iber magazine would accept an ad for the
Mink Mitten from “one of America’s most
prestigious furriers.” Does this mean you
condone the sale of fur — or the killing of
animals so that a person can “get off” on
the feeling of its fur? | am disgusted. You
can be assured that | will check the next
issue before buying, and if the ad is
included, | will not buy the magazine and
in fact will [alert] others to this disgrace!

| appreciate that advertisements pay
towards the magazine costs, but how des-
perate is DENEUVE2 | personally prefer that
your price was increased rather than the
quality was compromised like this. Please,
think about this! | can’t believe that the
issue of animal cruelty is not of concern to
Americans!
Please think.

Ms. Gill Thomas
Australia

... PLEASE

| am writing to tell you that | do love
DENEUVE magazine — always read it and
recommend it — and here it is — the big
butl — | was disgusted to see an ad on
page 47 of the February issue for the Mink
Mitten. | believe we, as gays and lesbians,
all would like equality, and we strive to end
discrimination against minorities. We have a

voice and are sometimes even heard.
Animals are at the mercy of humans. Please
do not contribute to their use and abuse by
selling out for one darned ad.

| hope you consider this. Maybe even
print it. A lot of us care and give time and
effort to work toward ending the abuse,
slaughter and neglect of precious animals.

Anne K. Boynton
Bellingham, WA

Editor’s Note: DENEUVE does not con-
done the sale of fur. We will not carry this
advertisement again, nor will we accept
any other advertisements for fur products.
Many on our staff were as offended by
this advertisement as Ms. Thomas, Ms.
Boynton and other readers were. We
regret that it found space in our pages in
the first place.

WHAT'S IN A LABEL?

| read your February issue for the first
time today and really enjoyed it. However, |
would like to comment on an issue that | and
many others have a problem with. | have a
hard time understanding why the majority of
the gay community insists on promoting prej-
udice and lack of respect by continuing to
refer to themselves using derogatory names
such as “dyke,
just to mention a few. The fact that one of the

" n

queer,” “fag” and “homo,”

largest, most visible gay activist/support
groups is called “Queer Nation” is a com-
plete embarrassment. Do we really expect to
be taken seriously by calling ourselves insult
ing and demeaning names — saying noth-
ing about the men who “entertained” us at
the March on Washington — while wearing
dresses! People will notice them all right, but
the damage they do to the reputation of our
collective mental state is quite harmful. | shud-
der to think what the outcome might have
been if Martin Luther King had made the
majority of his speeches in a Tu-Tu [and
called] his new brainchild civil rights group
“Nigger Nation.” | think that we should take
more care in packaging the image that we
want others to have of us if we want to get
anywhere in a world where people need to




“BRILLIANT, OVERWHELMING THEATER.
A gay play takes its rightful place front and center.

Itis absolutely essential that you see
our very own Broadway hit!”

- Larry Kramer

PHOTOS: JOAN MARCUS

BY TONY KUSHNER WITH KATHLEEN CHALFANT, DAVID MARSHALL GRANT, JOE MANTELLO, ELLEN McLAUGHLIN, CYNTHIA NIXON,
STEPHEN SPINELLA, JEFFREY WRIGHT, AND F. MURRAY ABRAHAM AS ROY COHN, DIRECTED BY GEORGE C. WOLFE

PART 1: MILLENNIUM APPROACHES PART 2: PERESTROIKA
WINNER! “A true millennial work of art, uplifting and
4 TONY® AWARDS including BEST PLAY hugely comic. Spellbinding theater.”
1993 PULITZER PRIZE — Frank Rich, The New York Times

Both parts of ANGELS IN AMERICA are now in performance at the Walter Kerr Theatre on Broadway.
For performance schedule and exact seat locations, call Tele-Charge®: 1-800-422-9440 (24 HOURS/7 DAYS)

WALTER KERR THEATRE, 219 WEST 48TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY

For complete travel packages, including exclusive orchestra seats, contact Anderson Travel at 1-800-723-1233.
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O suzy BERGER

“| met Lea Delaria, and she was doing a play, and she cast me in it. And she said, ‘Suzy, you should do

. stand-up,’ and | said, ‘Oh, really?’ and so | did.” In this nonchalant manner Suzy Berger entered the world _ '

of lesbian stand-up comedy in 1982. Having just moved from her native New York t j v

Berger played local gay/lesbian clubs until 1984, when a nomination as “Best Newcc}
w

gig at the mainstream Punchline. “They were all straight. And | wanted to throw up befgfe I
recalls, “but it was good and | got a good review and everything.” This year Berger, now 3

eling a lot further than just downtown San Francisco. Her agenda includes Miami, W even
London Shes esp “y excited about playing a Gay Games benefit show with Sandra Bernhard at New

.“‘-‘: A . 4 Lmu
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letters

cont

be coaxed into liking something different
from themselves in the first place. Come on,
guys and gals, let's create an image that
we can be proud of.

Dianne Cree
Austin, TX

Editor’s Note: Readers?

WHO IS LINDA PERRY?

| am writing in regards to Emma Shera’s
response fo Linda Perry (of 4 Non Blondes)
in LesboFile (February). | am thoroughly dis-
gusted by Shera’s ignorance concerning the
varying views and positions that multitudes
of women have in relation to their lives, poli-
tics and sexuality. | speak namely of Shera’s
scathing remarks of Linda Perry’s “denial” of
her sexual identity for having the audacity to
come out as a woman who is “open-mind-
ed” (to quote Perry. Shera strategically left
out this part of Perry’s response to OUT mag-
azine) and who “does not limit herself” in
her relationships.

| recognize and wholly support
DENEUVE’ s necessary agenda; however, in
juxtaposing Shera’s response to Perry with
the interview on bisexual June Jordan (same
issue), | found the results fo be insidious and
glaring. So, Ms. Shera, who exactly
becomes privileged in locating their identity
in this “bisexual” (and to you confused and
in “denial”) fashion — righteous women like
Jordan who have bestowed years of wonder-
ment upon us and not some righteous
fledgling rock star, who has yet to make her
formidable imprint in history?

Shera’s comments are fascist and close-
minded. She owes Perry an apology, she
owes me an apology, she owes millions of
women apologies.

Laura Kuo
History of Consciousness Program
Santa Cruz, CA

Emma Shera replies: Wow, a dis from the
History of Consciousness Program. I've truly
arrived. Actually, Ms. Kuo, my comments on

Mes. Perry had nothing to do with “confusion”
or June Jordan or bisexuality, for that mater. |
was referring to Perry’s hostile comments
regarding the “lesbian” label, curious in light
of the fact that she is one — she’s said as
much in other forums. Je ne regrefte rien.

UNITED COLORS OF DENEUVE

As a lesbian Asian American I’'m
thrilled to see a beautiful Asian model in
February’s photo fashion layout! It's great as
usual to see DENEUVE feature all different
types of womyn of color. As a suggestion,
how about an article on Asian-American les-
bian culture and associations? | would love
to find out if there is a “Lesbian Chinatown”
utopia somewhere, if only in my dreams!
DENEUVE keeps me warm company in this
cold -7°F Ohio winter weather.

Thank youl!

M. Mendoza
Kettering, Ohio

WOMENJ
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n the twenty-five years since Stonewall,
| the queer community has come to be
| defined by the thirteen years of the AIDS
epidemic. The quarter-century that has
been dedicated to a life<affirming struggle
for civil rights has, for many of us, been
equally divided between pride marches
and candlelight vigils for the dead. Most
queers — lesbians as well as gay men —
consider AIDS the worst single problem
facing our community.

The last decade has seen the rise of a

strong AIDS activist movement, AIDS ser-

® vice organizations, support services and
even a national AIDS czar, appointed by

C a r‘ -| n g the president. Lesbians have been in the
forefront of the AIDS movement, running

many service organizations, leading

efforts toward education, demonstrating

against governmental ignorance of the epi-

demic. Lesbians have taken the tools of the

feminist movement — the movement in

which women since the first wave of femi-

nism in 1848 have believed control over
our own bodies is the first step toward civil

: rights — and used those tools to help build
the AIDS activism movement.

photo by Maxine Ressler But at the same time that AIDS has dec-
imated the gay male community, illness and
death have also stalked the lesbian commu-
nity. In 1993 the National Cancer Institute
announced that breast cancer had
increased in American women once again
— now striking one in eight. But Dr.

Suzanne Haynes, a researcher and educa-
tor at the National Institutes of Health (NIH),
released her own data regarding lesbians
and breast cancer. That data put the risk of
breast cancer at one in three for lesbians.
At the height of the AIDS epidemic, AIDS is
estimated to affect one in 250 people,
about fifty percent of whom are gay men.

Breast cancer is only one disease infil-
trating the lesbian community, however.
A% 'R EBPORT O'N

Gynecological cancers, environmental ill-
nesses, lupus, arthritis and CFIDS (chronic

[T EESHEBs AN s Te AN S ESHS fatigue immune dysfunction syndrome) —
a disease that has been linked to AIDS
IN AMERICA and which affects lesbians more than any

other group — are killing and crippling the
lesbian community. In addition, despite the

BY “VICTORIA A, BROWNWORTH efforts of many lesbians to ignore the risks,
AIDS has also begun to strike the lesbian
community.



“We are a community at high risk for
iliness,” said Dr. Kate O’Hanlon, president
of the American Association of Physicians
for Human Rights (AAPHR), the nation’s
largest lesbian and gay professional orga-
nization. O’Hanlon is also an assistant
professor and associate director of the
Gynecological Cancer section of Stanford
University’s medical school.

“There are a great number of reasons
for why we are at such high risk,” she
said, “but homophobia is probably the
major reason.”

O'Hanlon said surveys conducted by
lesbian health care groups as well as by
independent groups show that the majority
of physicians admit to homophobia. Other
surveys show that anywhere between
twenty and sixty percent of lesbians aren’t
out to their physicians. For many lesbian
patients, coping with homophobia from
the medical establishment is so taxing,
they avoid doctors altogether.

“The homophobia of many doctors —
particularly gynecologists — is severe,”
said O'Hanlon. “Add to that the level of
sexism inherent in the medical profession
and there are real problems for lesbian
patients. That's why our major priority at
AAPHR is trying to make doctors less
homophobic. Patients shouldn’t be blamed
for what's wrong with doctors.”

But what's wrong with the system —
and with the community response to les-
bian illness — has made lesbians who are
sick and even those who are dying feel
like the most invisible members of the
queer community.

“Even when | have worked for gay
and lesbian organizations | have felt invisi-
ble as a disabled woman,” said Ayofemi
Folayan, an African-American lesbian writ-
er who lives in Los Angeles. “People who
are well and healthy don't realize how
much time and energy it takes just to get
around if you are suffering from a chronic
illness.” Folayan has been debilitated by
severe arthritis and other health problems
for several years. It has affected her career
as a writer and as an activist. And it has
often made her angry.

“There are so few supports out there
for women who are disabled by chronic
illness,” she said. “There aren’t even very

many supports for women
who are dying — women
with cancer, women with
really dire problems. But
when you are what people
call “just sick’ you are totally
forgotten.” In fact, noted
Folayan, lesbians with
chronic illness are often
made to feel as if they are
to blame for their disease.

That was the case for
“Jane”, a lesbian who has
suffered with CFIDS for
close to three years. “I
can’t even give you my real name,” she
said, “because it will affect my getting
work. Nobody wants to hire a sick woman,
nobody wants to date a sick woman and
nobody wants to hear about how sick you
are. It is a real struggle to put up a front, to
pretend that | am fine. The real horror of it
all is that | would get more support if | were
dying than | do just being chronically ill.
Being this sick for this long really shows you
who your friends are.”

In the lesbian community nationwide
there are fewer than thirty groups for les-
bians with chronic or life-threatening ill-
nesses. Two of the best-known are the
Mary-Helen Mautner Project for Lesbians
with Cancer in Washington, D.C., and the
Lyon-Martin Women'’s Health Clinic in San
Francisco. Leanne Bryan is co-facilitator of
a support group for lesbians with cancer at
Lyon-Martin — a clinic which has made les-
bian cancer issues a national concern.
Bryan was diagnosed with breast cancer
four years ago, when she was 39. She
also is an educator on lesbian cancer
issues at the Women's Cancer Coalition in
Berkeley — the nation’s largest service
organization for women with cancer.

Bryan’s own illness catalyzed her con-
cern for other lesbians — particularly
regarding the areas of medical care and
support. “lIt's ironic that most lesbians who
have been active in the health care move-
ment have worked with either gay men in
the AIDS crisis or straight women in the
reproductive rights movement. There has
been no attention paid to lesbians with
cancer in spite of the huge numbers of us
out there. We're the pioneers. There have
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been no role models for us — very, very
few women like Audre Lorde who were
both fighters and survivors and open and
outspoken. Bringing lesbian cancer out in
the open is really part of the struggle.”

But without supports for lesbians with
cancer or other serious illnesses, there is lit-
tle likelihood that lesbians will volunteer
information that might put them at risk of
more discrimination.

“This is really an issue for me,” said
Jane. “l would really like to speak out
about my illness, about how it has totally
changed my life, about why and how |
think | got it, about how terrible my medi-
cal care has been. But people have very
strange ideas about this disease. It has
been linked to HIV because it is a retro-
virus, but there has been very little
research on the disease. Meanwhile, a lot
of doctors, because they aren’t up to date
on the latest medical data, tell their
patients that this isn't a ‘real’ illness. CFIDS
affects mostly women, and women are tra-
ditionally treated as hysterical by the medi-
cal establishment.”

O’Hanlon agreed with Jane: “There
has been a traditional way of looking at
women patients that treats symptoms with
suspicion. It puts a great deal of responsi-
bility on the patient to push the doctor for a
diagnosis. | personally urge patients who
aren'’t satisfied with their medical care to
get another doctor. The patient shouldn't
suffer because of a physician’s sexism or
homophobia.”

Myriad problems present themselves
to lesbians who are seriously ill, noted
O'Hanlon, but appropriate medical care
and health information are key.

“It is perilous for a lesbian to go into a
doctor’s care and not be able to be open
about her sexual orientation,” O’Hanlon
said. “Totally apart from the stress involved
in keeping this secret, there is important
medical information women have to be
able to give their physicians. And our sexu-
ality impinges on many aspects of our
lives.”

O’Hanlon is furious that so little atten-
tion is paid by the medical establishment to
illnesses affecting lesbians. “Lesbian
women are rendered invisible in every sin-
gle pamphlet put out on diseases specific

to women,” she said. “Whether it is about
menopause and talks about dealing with a
husband and pain during intercourse or it's
about child-rearing and ignores the possi-
bility of a gay or lesbian child or that the
parents might be two lesbians — there is
just nothing out there that even acknowl-
edges that we are here and suffering from
similar diseases or from similar biological
concerns.”

Many lesbians have concerns over the
lack of attention paid within the queer com-
munity itself to lesbian health issues. Writer
Jewelle Gomez was a close friend of poet
Audre lorde and is working on a biogra-
phy of her life. Gomez believes that while
attention must be paid to the impact of the
AIDS epidemic on the queer community,
gay men have not offered their help or sup-
port to lesbians facing health care crises,
like cancer.

“We need the same level of support in
our community for the things that are killing
lesbians as we get for AIDS,” Gomez said.
“African-American lesbians, poor lesbians,
young lesbians, lesbians who are older —
these women are at risk, in crisis, not get-
ting their needs met by our community. It
isn't just Audre who fought cancer. There
are a lot of lesbians out there of all ages
and races who are struggling just as hard
with serious illnesses as gay men are with
AIDS. It doesn't have to be an us-orthem
situation.”

Many lesbians coping with cancer or
other serious illnesses have been faced
with the dilemma over an AIDS-focused
community. Dr. Susan Love, one of the
country’s leading experts on breast cancer
and an open lesbian, has commented on
this issue publicly. Love noted that the
attention given to AIDS by both the queer
community and the medical establishment
is appropriate to the impact of the disease.
But she added that women'’s health issues
receive less than fifteen percent of the over-
all health care budget — even though
women represent over fifty-four percent of
the population. “Breast cancer is a nation-
al epidemic,” said Love. “It affects more
women than any other disease except
heart disease.” But despite that epidemic
status and the one-in-eight standing for

continued on page 60...
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YOUTH SHOULD BE SEEN AND HEARD

Be on the lookout for Y.O.U.TH. (Young Outspoken Ubiquitous
Thinking Homos) Magazine, a new publication for, by and about

gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered youth. Sold by more than
sixty alternative bookstores nationwide, Y.O.U.TH. contains such
features as a college campus report, health and religion columns,
G/L/B/T history, national news, peer advice and interviews with
adult role models. Sounds like it might make a good supplement to
(though by no means a substitute for) DENEUVE. If you're inferested in
subscribing ($12 for six issues), advertising, contributing financially
or submitting, contact Y.O.U.TH. Magazine, PO Box 34215,
Washington DC 20043; (202) 234-3562.

SO MUCH FOR FAMILY VALUES

Of the many states with anti-gay initiatives on the ballots,

Washington faces perhaps the most potentially dangerous and
destructive. Sponsored by the Citizens Alliance of Washington, this
particularly nasty initiative, if enacted, would prohibit lesbians and
gays from becoming foster parents, adopting children and even
from gaining custody of their own children after divorce. “What if
both parents are gay2” you ask. Well, not to worry — they've
thought of everything: If both divorcing parents are gay, custody is
awarded to the closest non-gay relative. If that's not possible, the
children are put in foster care or put up for adoption. In case
you’re wondering, the children’s welfare is of no concern whatso-
ever. Let's hear it for family values.

ALL IN FAVOR SAY “GAY”

In February, two hundred twenty-five members of the U.S.
House of Representatives signed an agreement with the Human
Rights Campaign Fund (HRCF) stating that sexual orientation will
not be “a consideration in the hiring, promoting or terminating of

an employee” in their respective Congressional offices. Signers
included Speaker Tom Foley (D-Wash.), Majority Leader Richard
Gephardt (D-Mo.), Minority Leader Bob Michel (R-ll.), all members
of the Congressional Black Caucus and fifty-two other Republicans.
HRCF leaders feel the agreement is an important step forward in
the fight to end job discrimination against lesbians and gays.
Today, only eight states and the District of Columbia prohibit such
discrimination. For more information, contact the HRCF, 1012 14th
St. NW, Suite 607, Washington DC 20005; (202) 628-4160; fax
(202) 347-5323.
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PICK A SCHOOL, ANY SCHOOL

Choosing a college or university to attend no longer needs
to be a gamble for gay, lesbian and bisexual students. NYU
Press’s The Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Students’ Guide to
Colleges, Universities and Graduate Schools, by Jan-Mitchell
Sherrill and Craig Hardesty, compiles the results of a survey in
which more than 1,200 students rated one hundred seventy-five
schools, representing all fifty states, both co-ed and single-sex
schools, public and private institutions. The book provides infor-
mation such as a college’s overall position on G/L/B students,
the availability of counseling services, a school’s policies regard-
ing hate crimes and anti-gay harassment, health services, coming
out issues and social life — all vital facts that Barron’s Guide
seems to have forgotten. To order a copy ($45 cloth, $14.95
paper), call (212) 998-2575.

CAMP SISTER SPIRIT UPDATE

We've been keeping our eye on the situation in Ovett, Miss.
Here's how the story’s unfolded so far: Since last fall Brenda and
Wanda Henson, lesbian owners of the feminist educational
retreat Camp Sister Spirit, have been under attack from the resi-
dents of Ovett. In organized town meetings residents have
expressed fear that shirtless lesbians will traverse the town's
streets and that the Hensons will try to recruit the townsmen'’s
wives and daughters. The Hensons and their camp residents
have been terrorized by trespassers, gunshots, death threats,
bomb threats, theft, property damage and incidents such as a
dead dog being hung from their mailbox. As of print time,
Attorney General Janet Reno had directed the FBI to investigate
the threats of violence, and two mediators had been sent to assist
camp and Ovett residents in achieving peaceful coexistence. We
have our fingers crossed for the Hensons. (Tune in next issue as
DENEWVE presents a full-length, in-depth article examining “The
Continuing Saga of Two Nice Lesbians vs. the Really
Conservative, Violent, Homophobic Town from Hell,” or “So
Much for Southern Hospitality.”)

CENSORSHIP, AMERICAN STYLE

In March California state educators announced the removal
of two of Pulitzer Prize-winner Alice Walker’s short stories from a

state exam for tenth-graders — after pressure from religious right
groups. Board of Education President Marion McDowell felt that



“Am | Blue?” is “anti-meat eating” and “could be disturbing to
some students, who would be expected to write a good essay
while they were upset.” (Geez, she doesn’t seem to care how
upset we are when trying to report this stuff.) The other Walker
story, “Roselily,” was deemed “offensive” by religious conserva-
tives. The board also removed an excerpt from “An American
Childhood,” by Pulitzer Prize-winner Annie Dillard, because it
depicts a violent snowball fight. (Yeah, if kids start using snow-
balls, it might get in the way of the bullets.) After all of this, the
state awarded Walker a prestigious Governor’s Award for the
Arts, which designates winners as “state treasures.” Walker,
incensed at the removal of her and Dillard’s stories, rejected the
award in protest and implored the other winners to do the same.
But, wait, there’s more. First, Gov. Pete Wilson said in a pre-
pared statement that the removal of the stories did not represent
“censorship, far from it.” Then, after the hue and cry against the
decision, Wilson distanced himself from the statement, saying his
staff wrote it and that he was never opposed to the stories. He
almost begged Walker to accept the award. Finally, the state
reversed its decision and put the stories back in the test pool. And
Walker accepted the award. Now, that's our kind of treasure!

ESBIAN BRIDES HEAD FOR THE SLVER SCREEN

Did you watch the Oscars2 Did you pay close attention to the
documentary short subjects category? If you did, then you probably

got a glimpse of Elaine Holliman, who was nominated for her
University of Southern California film school project Chicks in
White Satin. The emotionally moving film, which has gotten a
warm reception from audiences and critics alike, documents the
lesbian wedding of brides Heidi and Debra. The Academy Award
winners were announced affer we went to print, but whether or
not she won, Holliman and her writing partner, Susan Lambert,
will be scripting a fulllength feature film version of Chicks for Walt
Disney Co.’s Hollywood Pictures. The next thing you know, there'll
be large, plush dykes joining Mickey in greeting guests at
Disneyland.

DATING IN THE NINETIES

So, you live in Chicago, you're tired of the bar scene and
never did like the whole personal ad thing much. Well, now
there’s an alternative introduction service for lesbians: Let's Do
Coffee. As a client, you fill out a confidential questionnaire and
interview with co-founder Mary Sherman, who will arrange for
you to have coffee, lunch or brunch with another Let's Do Coffee
client, whose personal interests and character traits seem appro-
priately matched to yours. Next thing you know, the summer
block-buster will be Sleepless in Chicago. For info on Sherman’s
caffeine-and-love fest call (312) 553-0727.

— Compiled by Bonnie B. Ricca
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Warrior Marks

If you don’t see another movie this
year, don’t miss Warrior Marks, the latest
documentary from London-based lesbian
director Pratibha Parmar. Produced by
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Alice Walker
(The Color Purple), Warrior Marks is a
study of female genital mutilation in west
ern Africa, and it is not easy viewing.
Parmar follows Walker’s journey through
Senegal, The Gambia and Burkina Faso as
she interviews women who have been
mutilated and those who are trying to end
this horrific tradition, which is, ironically,
carried on by women — mothers and
grandmothers. The haunting beauty of the
film is underscored by Parmar’s aftention to
detail, Walker's intensity and the honesty
of the women and girls they film. Walker
also interviews African women in exile
who are fighting against genital mutilation
of female immigrants to European countries
such as England and France (where female
genital mutilation is illegal) and The
Netherlands (where it is not).

Warrior Marks is the brainchild of
Walker, who funded the film with the royalties
from her novel Possessing the Secret of Joy;
Parmar pulled in financial backing from
London’s Channel Four Television. The film
was shot with an allwoman, multiethnic crew.

Parmar has made several woman- and
lesbian-identified films, including Khush,
about lesbians and gays in India and Asia;
A Place of Rage, about the role of African-
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American women in the civil rights and
black power movements; and Sari Red,
about the racist murder of a young Indian
lesbian in London.

The book about the making of the film,
Warrior Marks: Female Genital Mutilation
and the Sexual Blinding of Women
(Harcourt Brace, $24.95), co-authored by
Walker and Parmar, includes Walker’s and
Parmar’s journal entries and transcripts of
interviews included in the film, along with
stills from the film.

from Warrior Marks

Parmar and Walker, as women of
color, hope that this brutal (and often fatal)
ritual is brought to the attention of women
(and men) around the world. As Parmar
states in the book Warrior Marks, “Who
cares if African women and children are
subjected to violence? We should all care.
If one hundred million white women and
children were being mutilated as a matter

of course in the name of tradition, the
earth would by now be shaking with the
tremors caused by voices of protest and
righteous anger.”

Warrior Marks, 1993, 54 minutes,
distributed by Women Make Movies; call
them at (212) 925-0606, fax (212) 925-
2052, or write Women Make Movies,
462 Broadway, New York NY 10013.

Salmonberries

She speaks! She srips! She snowmobiles!
k.d. lang’s feature-film acting debut in
Salmonberries, out now on video on the
obscure Léora Films Label and in limited
theatrical release via Roxie Releasing, is
must-viewing for lang fans, but brace your-
self for disappointment: lang sings only
one song, “Barefoot.” lang plays Kotz, a
teenage foundling in a small Alaskan trad-
ing town who is searching for her parents.
She falls in love with the local librarian,
Koswitha (played by Rosel Zech), an East
German refugee whom Kotz believes
holds the key to her search. Kotz steals the
money for two plane tickets and takes
Roswitha back to Berlin to confront
Roswitha's past. Kotz declares her desire
for Roswitha in a Berlin hotel, only to be
rebuffed. The bitter and isolated Alaskan
landscape plays its part too, offering not
Northern Exposure happiness, but the
grimness associated with small, southwest-
ern Alaskan towns whose boom days are
long past.

You won't have to fast-forward to
catch lang unclothed — that happens
early in the movie. lang’s portrayal of
teenage angst in a snowbound Alaskan
hell is best when she is seen with her
mouth shut, not speaking, merely posing
for the camera. Salmonberries is director
Percy Adlon’s take on the clichéd coming-
of-age, search-for-identity film. Those famil-
iar with his cutting comedies will immedi-
ately note a lack of funniness and the
absence of his favored hefty heroine,
Marianne Sagebrecht, who made his ear-
lier efforts Sugarbaby, Bagdad Cafe and
Rosalie Goes Shopping a joy to watch.

If you want to see lang at her best,
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the Harvest of Seven Years music video
compilation is time better spent. For true
wooing and romance Adlon-style [albeit
heterosexual], check out Sdgebrecht in
Sugarbaby — which is certainly worth the
price of a rental.

Salmonberries, 1991, 94 long min-
utes, Léora Films, some subtitles. Various
retailers are stocking the video; among
them are Wolfe Video, (800) 642-5247;
Naiad Press, (800) 533-1973; and TLA
Video (800) 333TLA1.

Sisters in the Life:
First Love

In a mix of documentary and dramat-
ic narrative, director Yvonne Welbon
explores both first love and its mature
adult counterpart in her video Sisters in
the Life: First Love. In documentary
footage African-American lesbian Donna
Rose talks about her first experiences with
teenage love and about falling in love with
her current girlfriend. In evocative and idyl-
lic flashbacks of Donna’s life at age 14,
Welbon captures the spirit of first, innocent
love — sleeping over, painting fingernails,
talking about boys. (It's a relief to know
that Donna turned out OK in the end.)

Much of the credit for the success of

this video must go to the performances of
Aislinn Pulley and Sara Hampton, who play
Donna and her teenage girlfriend Karen in
the flashbacks, and to Welbon's gentle
directorial touch. Welbon's previous credits
include Monique and The Cinematic Jazz
of Julie Dash. Sisters in the Life: First Love
screened last year at the San Francisco
International Lesbian and Gay Film Festival
and at the Chicago Lesbian and Gay
International Film Festival.

Sisters in the Life: First Love, 1993,
23 minutes, available from Our Film
Works, PO Box 10509, Chicago, IL
60610; (312) 335-1267.

Continved on page 57...

%

Yvonne Welbon, a “Sister in the Life’
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/We grow pleasurable

Celebrate your sexuality.
Proudly. Joyously.
At Eve’s Garden, an elegant sexuality
boutique created by women for
women and their partners.

Open Mon-Sat 12-6:30 p.m.
Stop in to brouse and present this ad
for a FREE catalog of sensual
accessories to enhance self pleasure
and shared intimacy or send $3* to:

Eve’s Garden
119 West 57th St., Ste.420DV

New York, NY 10019-2328
(212) 757-8651

All names are held in strictest confidence.
\ *deduct from your first order. /

Come close to heaven

APARTMENTS
& GUEST ROOMS

Open Year Round
Hot Tubs ¢ Sundecks
Cable TV ¢ Phones
Fireplace & Breakfast
Sauna ¢ Exercise Room
Workshop & Conference Center
In the Center of Town

104 Bradford Street
Provincetown, MA 02657
(508) 487 « 3232
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From left to right, TOP: Del Martin,
Phyllis Lyon, Joan Nestle
BOTTOM: Esther Newton,

Lee Lynch, Pat Norman
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n the twenty-five years since the patrons of a

Greenwich Village gay bar called the Stonewall

Inn resisted a “routine” police raid, the name
“Stonewall” has taken on great significance in the
queer community. But what meaning did this event
have for lesbians and gay men at the time2 Were
they even aware of the two nights of rioting in an
era when there was little, if any, gay media? And
if they did know about Stonewall, did they see it
as the beginning of the modern gay rights move-
ment, as many of us have characterized it in the
years since? | was completely oblivious to news of
the Stonewall uprising, although at the time | was
18 years old and living in New York City — but
then again, | thought | was heterosexual. Having
missed this gay milestone even as it happened in
my own backyard, | was curious about how
Stonewall was perceived by other lesbians twenty-
five years ago. So, DINEUVE spoke to six prominent
members of our community for a coastto-coast

“where were you when” perspective on the events
of June 27 and 28, 1969.

Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon have been out |esb|ons for
more than forty years. They cofounded the Daughters
of Bilitis, the first national lesbian organization, and wrote
the landmark book Lesbian/Woman in 1972
(Glide/Bantam), with updated editions published in 1983
(Bantam) and 1991 (Volcano). In June 1969 Lyon was
working at Glide Memorial Church in San Francisco as an
gay
and lesbian switchboard” through her work with the

|II

administrative assistant and acting as an unofficia

Council on Religion and the Homosexual. Martin had quit
work and “started being a fulltime activist.” In Lyon’s
words, they were “busy as litfle birddogs!”

Martin: [The Stonewall uprising] was covered in the
national media. So we learned about it then, while it was
going on, because it went on for about three days, didn't
it? We had to keep trying to hear more about what hap-

pened. But you have fo realize at that time there were no

Htjs[t

by Kate Brandt
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national organizations, there was no
national [gay press], so we got [information]
mostly from the newspapers.

Lyon: From the straight press. And it
was very exciting, because | think that was
the first time we had had all that much talk
about homosexuals in the press other than,
you know, when they were talking about

“these people were arrested in the toilet.”

M: Right after that, Gay Liberation and
Gay Women'’s Liberation started here in San
Francisco, and | know there were organiza-
tions in New York that started then, too. And
there was a lot of excitement —

L: A lot of coming out.

M: What was the slogan?

L: “Out of the closets and into
the streets!” . . . And what was so important
about Stonewall, among other things, was
the fact that it energized so many gay and
lesbian people, that even though they might
have had college gay liberation groups or
whatever, everything got more energized.

M: Over the years we've found that
whenever there's a crisis, more people come
out and there’s much more solidarity. So this
certainly helped increase our numbers
tremendously, and it was a turning point.

L: But it was not the beginning of the
movement, which is what everybody keeps
saying it is. And | don't know that it would
have happened had it not been for the work
that many, many, many people did prior
to that, which gave us kind of a
base from which to move ahead.

JOAN NESTLE

Joan Nestle is a co-founder of the
Lesbian Herstory Archives in New York
City and author of A Restricted Country
(Firebrand), editor of The Persistent Desire:
A Femme-Butch Reader (Alyson) and co-
editor with Naomi Holoch of the two
Women on Women fiction anthologies
(Plume). In June 1969 Nestle was living in
New York City and teaching at Queens
College (City University of New York), “a
teacher by day and a femme by night.”

Nestle: | was in front of the Stonewall
the second night — because this was my
city, and the Village was my place. | was
with my lover, and | remember holding

20 DENEUVE may/1une 1994

hands with her in the middle of this cob-
blestone street in front of the bar and feel-
ing like the world, really, had been turned
upside down. We were walking in the
middle of the street, where cars go,
because police had barricaded it and it
was mobbed with gay people. At that
moment, it was like a Christopher [Street
gay pride] march, you know?

| don't think I really took in, at that
moment, what it all meant, that our rela-
tionship to the police would, from that day
on, be a different kind of relationship. But
| knew that, being a gay person, in some
sense a big shift had happened.
Boundary lines had been inverted; where
we weren't allowed to be, we now were.

There [had been] moments of con-
frontation all through the Sixties and the
Fifties. But. . . [now] the police were really
laying back. By the second day [of
Stonewall], they'd given the street up to
the gay community. That was different.

ESTHER NEWTON

Esther Newton is a professor of
anthropology at the State University of
New York at Purchase and the author of
Cherry Grove, Fire Island: Sixty Years in
America’s First Gay and Lesbian Town
(Beacon). In June 1969 Newton was liv-
ing in New York City and was “some-
where between graduate school and start-
ing to teach” at Queens College.

Newton: | saw [Stonewall]. | was
downtown with a friend, and we saw peo-
ple running around, running away from
the cops, and | said, “What's this2” And |
believe the next day there was a little
piece in The New York Times about it.

I think gay people that | knew thought
it was very important. And it wasn’t long
at all before | looked for a way to hook up
with it. | went to one of the early Gay
Liberation Front meetings. And other gay
people that | knew, by and large, were
very excited by it at the time. It wasn’t just
one more raid; that's not how people
looked at it. | don’t think we looked at it
the way it's thought of now, as “Before
Stonewall/After Stonewall,” but a lot of
gay people thought it was very significant,
especially if you had already been

involved in political movements, as | had
been [and] a number of people | knew had
been. People who were more outside that
anti-Vietnam War [mindset], of an older
generation, were less affected [by
Stonewall.]

LEE LYNCH
Lee Llynch is a popular writer and
activist whose books include The

Swashbuckler and Old Dyke Tales
(Naiad). Her new collection of short sto-
ries, Cactus love, will be published by
Naiad later this year. Lynch now lives,
writes and works for gay rights in Oregon,
but in June 1969 she was living in
Bridgeport, Conn., and working “a very
straight job.”

Lynch: | know that | had heard about
[Stonewall]; | don’t remember the medium.
But the funny thing is | have a very vivid
visual image of a drag queen ripping a
parking meter out of the sidewalk with
his/her bare hands. | just see that so vivid-
ly; it's as if | had been there or had seen it
somewhere. And I'm sure it didn't happen
quite like that.

We thought it was a bunch of boys
acting wild, you know. We didn’t know it
.. | think that was
very significant — that the media por-

had any significance. .

trayed it as men. My only significant con-
tact with the gay world was as a writer for
and reader of The Ladder [the national
publication of the Daughters of Bilitis]. So,
| think | began to understand the signifi-
cance probably [when] The Ladder did
some analysis.

But back then it was like we had no
history, we had no future, we didn't
acknowledge a culture, so there was no
context for looking at this as a significant
event that would be meaningful to millions
of us. The best analogy | can think of is
that somebody turned on a light bulb very
far away, and it didn't shed any light, but
you knew it was on.

[Stonewall] happened in isolation; the
significance was whatever you felt at the
time — and | do remember feeling a kind
of thrilled feeling, very cautious, not even
daring to be hopeful, not even being able
to verbalize, “Could this happen for us2”



PAT NORMAN

Pat Norman is executive director of
California AIDS Intervention Training
Center in San Francisco. She also is one of
three national co-chairs for Stonewall 25,
but in June 1969 she was living in Dallas,
married, the mother of four children, just
coming out as a lesbian and more involved
in the women'’s and civil rights movements.
She noted, “When you started talking
about gay/lesbian rights, you're talking
about my very being. When you're talking
about civil rights for people of color, . . .
you're talking about my very being. If
you're talking about oppression women
feel, you're talking about my very being.”

Norman: It didn't mean a great deal
to me what was happening at Stonewall. It
was a riot, but there were a lot of riots
then. [My reaction was,] “Wow, that's a
trip. Wow, that's wonderful that it's hap-
pening,” and we knew about it in Dallas. .
.. What was happening was that things
were changing. The sense of people in
Dallas prior to Stonewall was that we were
the bottom of the rack, the awful people.
People hated themselves. It was also still at
that point not only a felony, it was one that
got you “homosexual” stamped across the
police record if you were caught in a raid.
And they raided places constantly. It was a
horrendous experience to be a lesbian or
gay man in those years. . . .Stonewall
began to open up other issues, [including
the] discussion of the oppression of all
folks, considering that the people who
started Stonewall were poor or working-
class drag queens and dykes who got real-
ly tired of being oppressed because of
being Puerto Rican or black or seen as
scum of the earth because they were street
transvestites. They said to the gay and les-
bian community, “Wake up, folks. You
don't give a damn about us.” It wasn't just
the police department they were tired of, it
was people even in their own community. .
. Stonewall did open up all new areas that
we had prior to been closed from and
started a new kind of venture in terms of
how we [would] exist in the world.

Kate Brandt is author of Happy Endings:
Lesbian Writers Talk About Their Lives and
Work. She lives in San Francisco.

MAY/TUNE 1994

DENEUVE

21




inthestacks

new
books
to note

HARUKO,/LOVE POEMS

by June Jordan
High Risk Books, 1994
143 pps, $11.99

AMERICAN DREAMS
by Sapphire, 1994
Serpent’s Tail

175 pps, $10.99

New works by African-American writ-
ers June Jordan and Sapphire are cause
for celebration and thoughtful reading.
While divergent in tone, style and subject
matter, both Jordan’s lyrical Haruko/love
Poems and Sapphire’s intense American
Dreams speak with passion and integrity of
black female experience in the twilight of
twentieth-century America.

June Jordan is one of this century’s
treasures. A poet, essayist, political
activist, scholar and professor of African
American and women'’s studies at U.C.
Berkeley, Jordan’s other books include
Technical Difficulties and Naming Our
Destiny. Haruko/Love Poems combines a
recent cycle of love poems written to, for
and of their enigmatic namesake and a
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selection of Jordan’s earlier poems written
over the last two decades. The Haruko
poems frace the trajectory of a fervent love
affair, fluidly transversing realms of desire,
betrayal and longing. The selection of love
poems comprising the last two-thirds of the
book offers a range of interpretations on
the sensual pleasures, emotional nuances
and political consequences of this primal
human state. Jordan’s spare, contempo-
rary language, rich in the cadences of
black speech, is as precise as surgery.

In her thoughtful foreword Adrienne
Rich notes that Jordan’s poetry always
claims love as a profoundly revolutionary
act. This is evident in Haruko/love Poems
as Jordan articulates passion, vulnerability,
rage and joy with unwavering honesty in
a voice deep, steady and strong.

Sapphire’s terrifyingly lucid American
Dreams hits with the unrelenting force of
long-repressed memories suddenly come
to light. The first book by this New York
writer is a collection of poems, prose
poems and stories, both new and reprint-
ed from many literary and cultural journals
and anthologies. American Dreams
reports the author’s own history of physi-
cal and sexual abuse and psychological
annihilation, her slow recovery from the
constriction of shame and her apprehen-
sion of righteous rage. This is angry, uncom-
promising and necessary work, requiring
courageous readers willing to acknowledge
the connection between one woman’s expe-
rience and the prevailing atmosphere of vio-
lence within which all women must navigate
and somehow survive.

Sapphire is a survivor, but more than
this, she is an alchemist transforming suf-
fering into knowledge, strength, creativity
and resistance. The people examined, cel-
ebrated and mourned in these poems and
stories endure the devastating circum-
stances and harsh extremes of life lived on
the edges of the new American frontier —
sex work, prison, drugs, underpaid and
undervalued labor — sometimes prevail-
ing, often not. This is no “victim” mentality,
but a brutally honest chronicling of the real

cost to real lives in the frequent, dark laps-
es of the American “dream” that proffers
but does not deliver opportunity and free-
dom for all.

Dedicated to “the child within us all,”
American Dreams refuses to render palat-
able the raw facts of how we are degrad-
ed, but shows also how healing ourselves
and each other back to a life-affirming
and creative, joyful nature is possible.
American Dreams is a demanding book,
requiring open eyes and firm resolve. By
her powerful example Sapphire challenges
us to strip bare our memory and experi-
ence, to tell the truth regardless of conse-
quences, because the price of complicit
silence is an unbroken cycle of injustice.

—Reviewed by Marianne Dresser

COFFEE WILL
MAKE YOU
BLACK

By April Sinclair
Hyperion, 1994
239 pps, $19.95.

“Mama, are you a virging”

That may well be the snappiest open-
ing line you'll read all year, and it's a
promising beginning for April Sinclair’s
first novel, Coffee Will Make You Black.
Eleven-year-old Jean “Stevie” Stevenson
needs an answer because a boy wrote her
a note asking her if she was a virgin, and
she had to respond “not exactly” because
she didn't think she fit the dictionary defini-
tion of “pure and spotless.” Her dilemma
sets the tone for the rest of the story. Near
the end of the book, Nurse Horn, a white



woman she gets a crush on in high
school, tells Stevie that “you can only
become what you already are.” While
this advice doesn't fit everyone, it perfect-
ly describes Stevie's adolescence.
Throughout all of the turbulence of grow-
ing up black in the Sixties, Stevie never
loses her innocence.

In a typical coming-of-age novel,
innocence is a part of childhood that is
supposed to disappear with experience of
the world. But for Stevie, her innocence is
what propels her relationship to the world,
questioning the unquestioned assumptions
of both black and white society. Why do
young black girls stick out their arms to
compare skin color and pity the darker
ones? Why shouldn't girls play basket-
ball2 Why can't black and white women
be friends2 Why would her best friend
desert her if she turned out “funny”2 Other
characters are motivated by politics or
desire, by conformity or rebellion. Stevie
just wants to know why.

Because of her character, and

because of the first-person narration, it
sometimes feels like Stevie is living inside
of her own head. She is an observer,
watching other people change. The con-
versations between all of her friends are
the strongest part of the novel. Hearing
them speak on their own terms makes
Stevie's inner monologues seem unfortu-
nately flat by comparison. Coffee Will
Make You Black is a great story, but
Stevie's own voice can't always live up to
its original promise.

—Reviewed by Caroline Boyden

PROUD TO BE

By Amy E. Dean
Bantam Trade Paperback, 1994
unpaged, $8.95

Proud to Be, a new daily meditation
book for lesbians and gay men, follows
the model of the sober community’s ten-
dency to “power analyze” every issue in
sight. Though its meditations deal with

everything from battering relationships to
incest to substance abuse, Proud to Be is
most notable for its sincere attempt to be
truly inclusive of lesbians and gay men, a
deed so rarely achieved in our community.
Each meditation starts off with a quote
from both famous and obscure sources.
(My favorite is from an ad for a New York
lesbian-owned business: “We’re here,
we're queer and we do quality printing.”)
These quotes are followed by short essays
about being queer. At the end comes a
sort of moral kick in the butt, a suggested
act of love or defiance.
| truly loved this book, not only
because such spiritual navel-gazing is
practically required of every “good” queer,
but because it demands of us only that we
be as good as we say we are. With a
quiet and fierce love, Proud to Be reflects
gay men and lesbians, indeed all the
“queer” folk of our community, in a mirror
of possibility. And that is an accomplish-
ment even this cynic still dreams of.
—reviewed by V. Allegra Goodrum

ExciTing Lesbian Fiction from Rising Tide Press

WARRIORS OF ISIS

Jean Stewart $10.99
Fans of Return to Isis and Isis Rising will
relish this third lusty tale of high adven-
ture and passionate romance among the
Freeland Warriors. This time, Whit, Kali,
Lilith and company must do battle with
the evil sorceress Arinna, who threatens to
destroy Isis. Once again, Stewart weaves a
rich tapestry of an all women’s society in
the twenty-first century, bursting with
life—villains, lovers, and heroines.

DANGER! CROSS CURRENTS:

An Alix Nicholson Mystery $9.99
In this exciting sequel to Danger in High
Places, free-lance photographer Alix
Nicholson is teaching photography on the
beautiful North Coast. When her landlady,
a real estate developer, turns up dead, and
the police arrest her much younger lover,
Alix is rapidly drawn into a complex web
of intrigue and murder. A page-turner!

DEADLY RENDEZVOUS:

A Toni Underwood Mystery

Diane Davidson $9.99
Lieutenant Toni Underwood, the classic
softhearted cop with the hard-boiled atti-
tude, is both baffled and horrified by her
newest case—a string of brutal murders in
the middle of the California desert, bodies
dumped on the highway. This chilling, fast-
paced mystery takes many unexpected
twists and turns, finally revealing the dark
side of human nature, as well as the en-
during love between two women. A sus-
penseful, explosive, and action-packed
whodunit. Look for the sequel.

To Order Call
1-800-648-5%33%3

(Visa/MC/Amex. Min. charge $25.)

Rising Tide Press
7 Kivy Sireer Hunt, Sta. NY 11746 5164271289

HEARTSTONE AND SABER

Jacqui Singleton $10.99
You can almost hear the sabers clash in this
rousing tale of good and evil and passion-
ate love between women, of warrior queens
and sorcerers. After the devastating raid on
her village, Elayna, the Fair Witch of
Avoreed, is brought to the palace to serve
the imperious queen Cydell Ra Sadiin. The
two are instant foes. But when rumblings
of war reach the palace, these two power-
ful women must join forces to combat the
evil menace which threatens the empire.

WE HAVE TO TALK: A Guide to
Bouncing Back From a Breakup

Jacki Moss $9.99
Here’s the first interactive guide specifically
designed for lesbians who have been left
by their lovers. With gentle humor and
keen insight, it will help you survive the
pain so you can rebuild your life.
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freed

BY LEE SOLOMON

Lesbian journalist Sandy Nelson
promises her lawsuit against The News
Tribune of Tacoma, Wash., will expose the
lie of media “objectivity” for what many
believe it to be — a prefext for discrimina-
tion on the basis of sexual orientation and
political beliefs and a sinister attempt by
publishers to rob journalists of their constitu-
tional rights.

“It was my advocacy on behalf of a
Tacoma gay rights ordinance that was man-
agement's pretext to remove me from report-
ing three years ago,” Nelson says of her
sudden removal from education reporting
and her involuntary transfer to a non-writing,
copyediting job in September 1990. “What
happened to me is proof that we need laws
protecting gay men, lesbians, bisexuals and
other sexual minorities from discrimination.”

When she was hired to write features
for The News Tribune in 1983, Nelson
embarked on the path that eventually led her
to sue Washington’s third-largest daily news-
paper. At the time, newsroom workers were
represented by the Pacific Northwest
Newspaper Guild Local 82, and their con-
tract included a clause that protected work-
ers from refribution for their lifestyle and off-
duty activities.

To Nelson that meant the freedom to
live as a socialistfeminist, organizing for fun-
damental social change and everyday sur-
vival issues in the hours she was away from
work. On her off-hours as organizer of
Tacoma Radical Women, Nelson defended
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of speech—or

of the press?
SANDY NELSON V., THE NEWS TRIBUNE

abortion clinics and Native American treaty
rights. She protested police violence in the
black community and the United States’s
warmongering in the Middle East and
Central America. She was involved in early
efforts to get the Tacoma City Council to pass
the anti-discrimination law for sexual minori-
ties in 1989, and she immediately set to
work with other area activists to defend the
new law. When the law was narrowly
repealed in 1989, Nelson worked to rein-
state it in 1990.

As a reporter, Nelson won awards from
the Society of Professional Journalists and the
Daughters of the American Revolution.

PROTECTIONS LOST

When the McClatchy newspaper chain
bought The News Tribune in 1986, the new
owners abrogated union contracts. In
September 1990 newsroom managers
derailed Nelson’s reporting career on the
grounds that her offhours activism to secure
housing and employment rights for gays and
lesbians in Tacoma could potentially damage
the newspaper’s appearance of neutrality
and credibility.

After the gay rights initiatives failed at
the polls in November 1990, the exiled
reporter was told she must forego all offduty
political activism before she could return to
reporting. This condition was not required of
other reporters and editors engaged in civic
and religious activities off the job.

Nelson and the Newspaper Guild
protested to the National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB), arguing that TNT manage-

ment had committed an unfair labor practice
by unilaterally imposing a conduct code sub-
ject to collective bargaining. The Guild,
which was bargaining for a new contract to
replace the agreement abrogated in the
1986 sale, further argued that manage-
ment's proposed code infringed on the off-
duty political and personal freedoms of
newsroom workers.

But the increasingly anti-labor NLRB
refused to issue a complaint and rejected
two appeals of its decision in early 1991
without ever considering the merits of
Nelson’s case. In August 1991 the Guild
was narrowly decertified in Tacoma, and
newsroom workers were left with few legal
profections against management's unbridled
and often capricious power.

In June 1993 the American Civil
Liberties Union of Washington State filed a
lawsuit on Nelson’s behalf, charging TNT
management with violating Nelson's state
constitutional rights and other employment
laws. The case may go to trial later this year
in Pierce County Superior Court in Tacoma.

“This case is important for all workers in
Washington who do not want their employ-
ers controlling their off-the-job activities,”
ACLU Executive Director Kathleen Taylor
said. “It is especially grievous for employers
in a democracy to attempt to regulate the off-
duty political activities of employees.”

MANY FRONTS, SAME FIGHT

As sexual minorities in Washington State
prepare for war against the sponsors of two
statewide initiatives that aim to limit legal pro-



tections for sexual minorities, Nelson finds her-
self the target of increased harassment at work.

In late January Nelson said newsroom
managers unceremoniously called her into a
meeting and grilled her about her “lobby-
ing” activities on behalf of a state gay rights
bill in the state legislature.

Many gay activists consider Nelson's
case — including these latest acts of harass-
ment — a classic illustration of the discrimi-
nation sexual minorities face in most
Washington cities that lack anti-discrimina-
tion laws. And if the two anti-gay initiatives
get onto the ballot and win voter approval in
November, the few cities and counties that
enjoy such protections will lose them.

“Sandy’s case is where the theory of the
right wing’s program comes into practice,”
said Su Docekal, a spokeswoman for the
Stonewall Committee for Lesbian and Gay
Rights, based in Seattle. “Sandy’s case gives a
human dimension and shows how the fight for
the state gay rights bill, the fight for Sandy’s
job and the efforts to stop these two antigay
inifiatives are part of one and the same battle.”

“I lost my job because of my leadership
in Tacoma's initiative campaign against the
same rightwingers who are sponsoring one
of the statewide antigay initiatives, the next
cause in their multi-issue agenda of opposi-
tion to abortion rights, welfare, affirmative
action, union organizing and so on,” Nelson
said. “We can't afford to let that happen.”

ISSUE HITS THE MAINSTREAM

The ACLU's action on Nelson’s behalf
shattered a virtual three-year blackout of the
case by the corporate media. With articles
in Newsweek, Washington Journalism
Review, the Seattle Times, the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, Editor and Publisher and vari-
ous dailies in the Puget Sound area,
Nelson’s case suddenly moved beyond the
labor, gay, feminist, radical and industry
press and into the national mainstream.

The overwhelming media response to
Nelson’s suit is evidence that publishers and
broadcasters recognize the threat it poses to
the double standard by which journalists in
the corporate media are controlled. For
years, Nelson says, journalists — especially
those who are women, people of color, les-
bians and gay men, unionists and political

radicals — have intensified the challenge to
“objectivity” standards cited by publishers
and broadcasters to justify the firing, repri-
mand or censure of newsroom activists.
“Journalists whose color, sex, sexuality
or political ideology differs from the straight,
white, male ‘mainstream’ are presumed to
be inherently biased and incapable of fair
reporting,” Nelson said. “Yet we must fight

for basic human rights off the job if we hope

to survive on the job. Fighting for our civil
rights is not a hobby or luxury we can afford
to surrender. Therefore, we must expose the
corporate media’s purported standard of
‘objectivity’ as a sham and a double stan-
dard that is applied unevenly against
women, people of color, radicals, gays and
lesbians to drive us out of the mainstream.”

TRIAL BY FIRE

A dedicated defense committee made
up of union and gay activists, socialists, jour-
nalists and students continues to build sup-
port for Nelson's case in Tacoma and across
the country. At the same time supporters in
Australia are circulating an international peti-
tion to inform activists around the world of
their stake in Nelson’s fight.

The infernational petition “highlights the
contradiction between Nelson’s experience
of being politically muzzled and the constant
propaganda that the United States is the
home of free speech, free association and a

q

free press,” said lesbian feminist Alison
Thorne of Australian. “A small number of
news sources, many of them U.S.-based, are
controlling much of what we see, hear and
read. The fight to prevent media owners from
stripping their reporters of their most basic
democratic rights is critical to our access to
information.”

A similar petition circulated in the
United States has been signed by 11,000
people, Nelson said. Case endorsers include
the Washington State Labor Council, lesbian
comic Kate Clinton, black feminist Flo
Kennedy and numerous unions, advocacy
groups and community leaders.

“When publishers impose edicts against
political and community involvement by
reporters, they not only violate reporters’
rights but also the right of readers to know
what is happening in the world,” Nelson
said. “They deprive readers of the perspec-
tive of reporters who have firsthand knowl-
edge of community issues.”

For more information, write fo the Sandy
Nelson Defense Fund, PO Box 5847, Tacoma
WA 98415, or call (206) 7569971.

Lee Solomon is chair of the Sandy Nelson
Defense Committee and a veteran Tacoma
activist for gay and lesbian rights.

TNT |

Jan Brandt, managing editor of The
News Tribune, said Nelson’s reassignment
to the copy desk had nothing fo do with her
sexual orientation and everything to do with
“journalistic ethics and the right of an editor
to change the assignment of a news staffer
to protect the credibility of a newspaper.”

Brandt said Nelson's leadership role in
the gay rights campaign presented a con-
flict of interest for the reporter and the
newspaper, despite Nelson's position as an
education reporter. “It's not ethical to have
someone involved in a leadership position
in a political campaign also reporting the
news, even if their beat is education,”
Brandt said. She noted that the newspaper
officially endorsed the gay rights proposi-
tion Nelson was also fighting for.

— Katie Brown

maY /1une 1994 DENEUVE 25




photo by Katie Brown

arah Schulman looked with great
satisfaction at a photograph in The

S

losing the fight against an anti-gay measure

New York Times a few weeks after

in Lewiston, Maine, last November.

Earlier that fall, armed with $8,000
raised at events held in New York City, the
Lesbian Avengers had descended on
Lewiston, rented a house and installed two
Avengers there to lead the fight. Over the
course of six weeks, some thirty Avengers
spent time in Lewiston, going doorto-door
to raise awareness, register voters and fry
to defeat the homophobic right wing trying
to repeal Lewiston’s gay non-discrimination
law. When they arrived in Lewiston, they
had found just three openly gay lesbians and
nine openly gay men among the city’s 39,000
citizens. Though they lost, the queers of
Lewiston were galvanized to carry on the fight.

The newspaper photograph that
caught Schulman’s eye was of protesters
at a demonstration in Lewiston holding a
sign declaring “Lewiston Queers Unite.”
“We knew that [movement] was because

"

we had been there,” said Schulman, one
of the six women who founded the Lesbian

Avengers in 1992. The others are Ana-Maria

Simo, Anne Christine D’Adesky, Maxine
Wolfe, Marie Honan and Anne Maguire.

Schulman has spent most of her life
fighting for recognition, rights and services
for queer America. She is an activist who
combines keen writing, a sharp tongue and
creative political actions as her weapons for
change. Her essays on everything from
AIDS to modern dance have appeared
since 1979 in The New York Native, The
Village Voice, Outweek, QW and other
publications. She has written six books,
including After Delores and Empathy, both
published by Dutton/Plume. She is one of a
handful of out lesbian writers producing les-
bianthemed fiction whose work has been
published by mainstream presses. Her edi-
tor at Dutton, Carole DeSanti, also an out
lesbian, called Schulman “truly a revolution-
ary spirit. She is uncompromising, poitically
astute and fearless.” On the other hand,
DeSanti regards Schulman as more than
political, as an artist committed to her craft.
“This is a writer who isn't just in it for the
political agenda,” DeSanti said. “She has a
feel for language that is really exiciting.”

Schulman’s newest book is My
American History: Lesbian and Gay Llife
During the Reagan/Bush Years (Routledge,
$15.95, 324 pps.), a collection of her
essays that not only shows the breadth and
depth of her mind and experience but
chronicles those twelve years from Reagan’s
inauguration to Clinton’s election and the
Dyke March the night before the 1993
March On Washington.

Co-sponsored by the Lesbian Avengers,



the Dyke March
drew an estimated
20,000 women,
who marched from
Dupont Circle to the
White House. “It
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was our greatest

moment,” said Schulman. Not only did the
march attract thousands of dykes that night in
Washington, it inspired a proliferation of
dyke marches around the country.

“The Dyke March was barely covered
in the mass media,” Schulman said. “But
within weeks there were ten of them across
the country. How do people get this infor-
mation? The fact that you're being ignored
by the straight press, the gay press and
everybody else doesn’t seem to impair the
visibility of information. It's so exciting.”

And there’s still a lot of work to be
done. What continuously frightens and frus-
trates Schulman is the slow progress being
made toward equal rights and recognition
for queer America. And she doesn’t place
all of the blame on right-wing straight
America, or even liberal straight America.

“| think people thought visibility was
going to be socially transformative, and it's
not,” Schulman said. “We're living in a par-
allel world, and we're still underground.
That's not satisfactory to me.”

The debate over gays in the military is
a classic example of queers shooting our-
selves in the foot, Schulman suggested.
“When you analyze who is kicked out of
the military for being gay, white males are
the group least affected by the military ban.
Black women are kicked out at twice the
rate of white males. But the gay press for
years has only emphasized white officers,
so when the mainstream came on, they just
replicated that coverage. It was presented
to America as a white person’s issue. Now
we have this incredible backlash where the
right wing is creating propaganda aimed at
black heterosexuals.”

The film Gay Rights, Special Rights, pro-
duced by the white right wing and targeted
at black heterosexuals, reveals that the aver-
age gay male household income is $55,000
and claims that all gays are white and all
blacks are heterosexual, Schulman said.

“They say that if gay people get rights,
black people will lose theirs,” she explained.

that represe

“All of this is our M

doing because we've
misrepresented what our community is.”

Part of the role of the Lesbian Avengers
is to guard against further misrepresentation
of the lesbian community and to take control
of our destiny by telling the truth about who
we are. Schulman’s formula is to build power
among lesbians, not fo try to change the
minds of straight America. “Straight people
have not changed, but gay people have. Any
strategy that fries to make [straight people]
change is, to me, a losing strategy. It's more
important for us to build political power.
That's how things work in America, anyway.
You don't convince other people to let you
have more power. You build political power.
That's how you win rights for yourself.”

The Lesbian Avengers involves large
numbers of lesbians in the process of politi-
cal rebellion and is teaching lesbians about
political activism, something younger les-
bians in particular have not had the opportu-
nity to learn through other groups, Schulman
believes. Although young lesbians were
involved from the earliest days of ACT UP,
they were usually overshadowed by the gay
men. The Avengers provides political
activism training and encourages women of
all ages to participate in different ways.

“People are different. Some people are
going to want to do zaps [political actions],
and some are going to want fo do longterm
work. So you want to create a way in which
people can participate politically in a way
that is appropriate to them. If the Avengers
are doing an action | don't agree with, |
don’t have to go. But I'm not going fo try to
stop them from doing it. You have to allow
for a multiplicity approach. It's basically an
anarchist structure. There’s no one statement
that represents the whole movement.”

A more radical style of activism is
being taken on by younger lesbians than by
older women who may have participated in
the women’s movement of the Seventies,

-—Schulman

and Schulman, 35, suggested older women
would be wise to pay attention.

“One thing | have noticed about peo-
ple younger than myself is that if you're 20
or 22 today, you're being promised that
your life as a gay person is going to be a lot
better than it actually is,” she said. “People
go fo college, they have gay students orga-
nizations, they have openly gay faculty, they
have gay studies classes. But they're still
experiencing very profound exclusion con-
stantly, on every level. They're very angry
about that discrepancy. Their level of expec-
tation is higher. In my generation there is no
expectation. | think [younger women] are
willing to go farther. That's fabulous. People
who are older have to understand that.

“How come ACT UP could do what the
women'’s movement couldn’t do? Because
they're men. Their level of entiflement is high-
er. Now we have a generation of lesbians
who have a much higher level of entilement
than we ever had. So let's not be afraid of
them,” Schulman added.

Today there are Lesbian Avengers chap-
ters nationwide. Schulman has no idea how
many, as the groups sprout up in a grass-
roots fashion, thanks to a handbook the
Avengers publish on how to start chapters
and become politically active. (For yours,
write to The Lesbian Avengers c/o The
Center, 208 W. 13th Street, New York NY
10011, or call (212) 967-7711 ext. 3204.)

Schulman credits ACT UP and Queer
Nation with creating the environment in
which a group like the Lesbian Avengers
could be created. “Gay people have a differ-
ent sense of identity now,” Schulman said. “I
think hundreds of thousands of gay people
across the world have had their selfimages
transformed by ACT UP, even if they never
went to a meeting or knew anybody who
was in it. It just raised their level of dignity.”

BY KATIE BROWN
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ama Jean” DeVente is a

62-year-old butch dyke

who remembers exactly

where she and her bud-

dies — Carrot, Jimmy the
Dyke and Bobbi McBride — were during
the early morning of Saturday, June 28,
1969. “We were coming out of the gay
women'’s bar, Kooky’s, and proceeded to
go down Sixth Avenue because we were
hungry, and that's when we heard the
sound — the screaming and everything.
And we ran toward the outburst . . . and
that's when we hit the whole thing, right in
front of us.”

They found themselves in front of the
Stonewall Inn, a gay men’s bar at 53
Christopher St. in Greenwich Village. “We
didn’t stand on the side because we
couldn’t. We helped out our gay brothers
. . . by jumping in and taking the cops
and hitting on them the way they were hit-
tin on us.”

DeVente, in her tough New York
accent, tells of a routine raid that quickly
escalated info a scene of police brutality.
“They [the cops] were out to do a lot of
damage — bodily damage. You saw peo-
ple walking down the street with torn
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shirts, torn pants, you could see the blood
still drying out. They weren’t foolin’
around. They had nightsticks out, swingin’
them around, hitting everyone in sight,
cursing. They even took time out to feel up
the women.”

But DeVente also remembers a police
force that was struggling violently with a sit-
vation that they had never encountered
before — militancy by usually conciliatory
gays. “They were pushing gays into police
cars, and we were taking them out the other
side. They couldn’t believe that we were
fighting back — they couldn’t believe it.
Also, a lot of police were bleeding,” she
said.

Over the last twenty-five years, the
three-day Stonewall Riots have come to
symbolize the birth of the modern gay
movement. The verb “stonewall,” which
Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary
defines as “to be uncooperative or
obstructive,” has come to mark a point in
history when a new breed of gay activists,
politicized by the civil rights, anti-war and
women’s movements, stopped merely ask-
ing to be left alone by the straight world
and started demanding their rights.

Today, any 20-year-old dyke on the

L VY

street can tell you that queers in cities
across the country and around the world
celebrate gay pride every summer with
spirited festivities worthy of attention from
the Jesse Helms Video Squad. Most can
even fell you that these celebrations com-
memorate the anniversary of the Stonewall
Riots. But few of us know that women, in
addition to the gay men and drag queens
who are popularly credited with starting
the uprising, played a significant part in
both the riot and in the new activism that
followed it.

“Today, young people — | consider
young, like in their 30s — know nothing
about that night at the Stonewall. | think
the gay community today should be very
proud of what the people did that night.
We stuck up for what we believed in. It
was drag queens, gay men, lesbians, even
a few straight people that were fighting on
our side,” said DeVente, a former New
York City gay parade grand marshall.

In most gay histories written since
Stonewall, the role women played in the
riot has been largely ignored or dimin-
ished by the mostly-male historians who
have written them. Since the Stonewall Inn

was almost exclusively a men's bar, histori-
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the queer revolution 25 years later

Martha Shelley, then
photo by Diana Davis

BY MARIADELA O




“I was being a blasé
New Yorker and said,
‘Oh, that’s just a riot.
They happen all the
time,””

— Martha Shelley,
before realizing what
the fuss was all about

photo by Linda Sue Soctt

Martha Shelley, today
ans seem to think that the uprising was an
all-male event.

But a few eyewitnesses have come for-
ward to say that not only were women at
the Stonewall, but @ woman may have
actually started the riot.

In written accounts, the lesbian theory
was first noted in the most thorough break-
ing news accounts of the uprising, reported
in The Village Voice by reporters Lucian
Truscott IV and Howard Smith.

Since then, a few men who were pre-
sent on the first night of the rioting have
come forward with their own versions of
the theory. One of them, a former
Stonewall waiter by the name of Harry
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Beard, told a reporter at the San Francisco
Sentinel that Stonewall patrons started
throwing coins at the police after a cop hit
a hand-cuffed lesbian as he led her out of
the bar.

Jim Fouratt said he was walking by
the Stonewall Inn and stopped after he
saw patrons being led out of the bar by
the police. He said that the explosive
moment came when a lesbian who had
been arrested defiantly got out of the
police car. “The dyke that was in that car
was a stone bulldagger, more boy than
any of the boys there,” he said.

We may never know where the flash-
point, if there was only one flashpoint,
really occurred. Many people — drag
queens, gay men, lesbians — may have
been doing many things, all at the same
time. Still, human nature leads us to look-
ing for one individual responsible. If a
dyke did do it, she has never come for-
ward to claim her place in history and
probably never will. This has led many to
doubt the truth of the stories about her. “I
think you're probably heading up a dead-
end. If there was a lesbian, she would've
come forward,” said the author of
Stonewall, Martin Duberman.

Whatever doubts persist, there is no
doubt that women were fighting alongside
their “gay brothers” on that hot summer
night in 1969. Nor is there any doubt that
women took up Stonewall as a rallying cry
for a more activistoriented fight for gay and
lesbian liberation.

Despite Stonewall’s historical signifi-
cance, most straights and gay leaders from
established “homophile” organizations
didn’t pay much attention to the riot when it
first occurred. “It was looked upon as just a
blip on the horizon. During the Sixties there
were fifty demonstrations every week,” said
Fred McDarrah, the Village Voice photogra-
pher who, on the second night of the vio-
lence, took the only published newspaper
photos of the uprising.

However, some of the young Sixties radi-
cals — who also happened to be gay — took
the Stonewall Riot as a queer call to arms.
Martha Shelley, who at 25 was both a hippie
anti-war activist and a member of the con-
formist lesbian group the Daughters of Bilitis,

became one of these new gay militants.
While bar-hopping with a couple of
visiting lesbians who wanted to start a
DOB chapter in Boston, Shelley inadvertent-
ly passed right by the confrontation at the
Stonewall. “I was being a blasé New
Yorker and said, ‘Oh, that's just a riot. They
happen all the time,"”
But after Shelley found out what was
happening at the Stonewall, she quickly
realized the significance of the uprising.

she remembered.

The Sunday after the second night of riot-
ing, Shelley lay on her couch and
planned. “I was lying there sweating,
somewhat feverish and thinking, "We
have to do something, we have to have a
protest march.” It was clear that we need-
ed this,” she said.

Later that week Shelley started getting
fellow politicos together for a march. They
held the march, which ended up across
the street from the Stonewall in Sheridan
Square in July. The march organizing com-
mittee continued to meet even after July
and dubbed themselves the Gay
Liberation Front in honor of the National
Liberation Front of North Vietnam (the
Vietcong). GLF membership grew both
from the left-leaning ranks of the
Daughters of Bilitis and the Mattachine
Society and the formerly closeted gay rad-
icals who had been putting their energy
info the women’s and anti-war movements.

Janine Hakim, then 21, was another
young radical who saw the immediate sig-
nificance of the gay uprising.

“We talked about it in political terms.
It seemed to be one more thing emerging
out of the original civil rights movement.
And we wondered where it would eventu-
ally lead. It was . . . the most revolution-
ary concept [because] gay people were
so incredibly marginalized and so inse-
cure about themselves,” Hakim said.

She continued, “Here you had a situ-
ation where people were visibly angry,
visibly motivated to fight — not just in a
defensive kind of way, but in an offensive
way. The idea of taking a militant stance
— of announcing publicly that that is what
they were and expecting people to deal
with it and to be willing to be violent
about it — that seemed to me to be such



an incredible thing. | said to myself, ‘If this
is possible, than anything is possible.””

At the time, Hakim was three months
pregnant, living in the Village with her
boyfriend and trying desperately to push
aside her lesbian feelings. Both she and
her boyfriend accidentally got pulled into
the uprising at the Stonewall as they tried
to observe from the sidelines. When
Hakim got pulled into the crowd, she
didn’t know what the confrontation with
police concerned. She only knew that the
rioters didn’t appear to be “the usual sus-
pects,” the hippies who regularly confront-
ed police in the Village in 1969.

After the raiding police called in rein-
forcements, the cops seemed to gain the
upper hand in the melée. Hakim said the
cops chased the protesters down Gay
Street, appropriately enough, and tried to
surround them.

“| suddenly realized that we were get-
ting boxed in. Police were coming from all
the different possible side streets, so that
whoever was there . . . had no place left
to go except into their arms. | was scared
to death because | was thinking that | was
in the middle of this thing that | didn’t
understand, . . . that | was pregnant . . .
and | was going to get arrested. | had
managed, in all the anti-war demonstra-
tions that | had participated in, to avoid
having something like this happen. | had
only gotten hit in the head once in the
course of a demonstration, and now | was
in serious danger. And | didn’t even under-
stand exactly what was happening.

“We had reached this sort of stand-
still, and the crowd was getting more and
more compacted. As a result of that, | start-
ed to pay more attention to the crowd. |
began to pick up that the people that were
out there were gay people,” she said.

As Hakim stood trapped in the crowd,
she also noticed that these gay people
were mainly not stereotypically white or
rich. “A high proportion seemed to be
people of color and people who were not
necessarily very well-dressed, not because
they were choosing to be [like the hippies
did], but because of an economic circum-
stance. The men who were dressed in a
feminine attire, there was a kind of

raggedness about them. The women were
on the masculine side: It didn’t seem they
dressed that way because they wanted to
be butchy, but maybe because they really
did work in a factory somewhere. | could
see that there was a color thing going on
and | could see that there was a class
thing going on.”

Hakim said that although she saw
“some” lesbians among the rioters, she
saw many fewer lesbians than gay men.
“The only ones that | saw . .
ones who at that time were called
‘bulldaggers."”

Once the police had surrounded the
rioters, Hakim believes that either the cops
had a momentary lapse of attention or
that they received orders to let some of the
protesters go. Either way, many people
managed to escape, including Hakim. She
dashed across the street towards her
apartment but couldn’t resist sticking

. were the

around to watch the police and to hear
their comments. “If | hadn't already fig-
ured out what was going on, | could hear
the police using the usual words to
describe what kinds of people they were
rounding up: fags, dykes, lezzies, all that
kind of stuff.”

Both Hakim, now a prominent New
York City gay activist, and DeVente, who
moved from Manhattan to be with her
lover in what she describes as “God'’s
country” in Stamford, Conn., agree on the
significance Stonewall held for them.
Besides the new militancy of gays and les-
bians, they say they were impressed by
the cooperation among men and women
at the riot and in the next couple of years
of the GLF.

“| saw that the men and the women
were there, together, in that particular situ-
ation. [Before] | hadn't seen all that much
participation together between gay men
and lesbians. The information that | had
been hearing said that there was the
Mattachine Society — and that was the
organization for men — and the
Daughters of Bilitis — and that was the
organization for women,” said Hakim.

DeVente said, “Fortunately, there
were a lot of gay men that came to my
aid. My friends were involved in fighting

photo by Maria De La 0

DeVente, today

“That night opened up
a door to gays, where
we knew

that we could

stand and fight

for our freedom.”

— DeVente
Lo o SOOI R Rl

off other police. They were out for blood
that night, but we stood up to them — gay

men and lesbians together — | was very
proud.”

And the fight goes on.

“We're still not accepted . . . there's

still a lot of doors that we have to open
up,” DeVente added. “But that night
opened up a door to gays, where we
knew that we could stand and fight for our
freedom.”

Maria De la O has written for The
Advocate and The Bay Guardian. She is
preparing for Stonewall 25 and celebrat-
ing her graduation in June from Columbia
Journalism School in New York City.
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ates was entering peace talks with Vietnam. Three hundred thousand people attened a concert called Woodstock. The
New York Mets won Vorld Series. Richard Nixon was in office. The Chicago Seven conspiracy frial began. Seventy-eight Native
Americans seized Aleatraz Island, demanding it be made into @ eultural center. Two Black Panthers were murdered by Chicago police. Neil
nwalking. The Beatles released Abbey Road. Alice B. Toklas had been dead just two years. And, at a bar in New
nd working-class dykes decided they weren't going to take any more bullying from police, and hundreds of sup-
he Stonewall Rebellion ignited the modern gay rights movement.

Armstrong invented
York City, drag qu
porters joined the fi

1994 The U.N. shoots down two Serb fighters. The Pentagon puts “Don’t Ask, Dont Tell, Don’t Pursue” into dubious action. The Beatles are
recording again for the first time since they broke up. The Columbia shuttle crew plays beach ball in orbit. Alice Walker gets censored and
honored in California. Thirfeen states have anfi-gay measures on their ballots. Randy Shilts dies of AIDS-related illness. Schindler’s List
reminds us of the Holocaust against Jews, homosexuals and other “undesirables” (including journalists) and implores us, “Never again.”
Camp Sister Spirit in Mississippi combats ignorance, bigotry and gunfire. The United States starts trade negofiations with North Vietnam.
The Clintons go rafting. And, in New York City, hundreds of thousands of out, loud and proud queers will converge for the commemoration

of the Stonewall Rebellion and the celebration of sport with Gay Games IV cnd‘Cuhurul Festival: Unity '94.

The Gay Games

At press time, with two months still
left to go before the deadline for partici-
pation in Gay Games IV, nearly 8,000
athletes from around the world had
signed up to compete in the games from
June 18 to 25.

“We're enthusiastic about these
numbers,” says Jay Hill, executive direc-
tor of Gay Games IV. “We're on target
to be the largest athletic event ever held.
"Organizers expect more than 15,000
athletes at Gay Games IV. By compari-
son, the 1992 Olympic Games in
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PomoAfroHomos will do their
thing. A retrospective of Keith

~ Haring's work will be exhibited, and

a multi-media show on the internation-
al faces of AIDS will be presented.
There will be concerts by lesbian and
gay choruses, a two-day women’s
music festival, a women artists exhibi-
tion and a series of plays represent-
ing the diversity of the lesbian and
gay community. And more. Venues
include Carnegie Hall and Lincoln
Center. -

For information about events,
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crimination, the bashing, the denial of
equal rights take place just as much as
or more so in other countries than the
United States,” he says.

Stonewall 25 organizing commit-
tees are working in eighty-five nations
from Australia fo Zimbabwe fo bring con-
tingents to the June march. In many for-
mer Soviet republics, plans are afoot to
attend. “We even got a call from Croatfia
— in the middle of a war,” Dee says. A
community of queer Iranians living in
Sweden also are planning fo aftend.

Events began in March and contin-

o

march, at the Manhattan Center
Studios, 311 W. 34th St., New York
City. Dance from 9:30 p.m. to 4 a.m.
— if you dare! For advance tickets
($10), call (800) 998-5565. Tickets at
the door are $15.

Gay and Lesbian Parents
Coalition 15th annual conference,
June 23 to 25. The GLPC will also spon-
sor “The Real Family Values Show” with
Karen Williams and The Flirtations on
June 23. Call (201) 583-8029 for infor-
mation on both events.

Gay Pilots Association con-

e



tion and celebration, June 24 to
Call (718) 459-6168.

- USA Reception for Asian
.esbians & Bisexual Women,
} 24. Write 8403 16th St. #6,
Silver Spring MD 20910. Call (301)
589-4462.
~ 16th National Lesbian and
iealth Conference and
/AIDS Forum, June 18 to
212) 740-7320.

wide-rangi , Becoming Visible: The
AIDS, lesbian vi Legacy of Stonewall,” The New
munications : 793 Work Public Library, June 18 to 20.

ve through Jul
called “Queeri
elsel” to be he
Call (404) 8
that event. |
events to be f

Inter
Gay Assox
World Conf
3. The confe

Barcelona drew 10,568 athlefes.

The Gay Games began in San
Francisco in 1982, when more than
1,300 athletes competed; by Gay
Games Ill in Vancouver, B.C., in
1992, 7,250 athletes competed in
twenty-nine sports. The Gay Games
were founded by the late Dr. Tom
Waddell, an Olympic decathlete who
believed, “To do one's personal best is
the ultimate goal of human achieve-
ment.”

Athletes are expected to come

from as far away as Australia, the ILGA 212) 221.7676.

Cyprus, Costa Rica, the Czech non-gove Of course, these are just a handful
Republic, Israel, Japan, Peru, Poland A consulil conferences, performances and
and South Africa to participate in H ; A Nafions, e dald For o infocnation,

ty-one team and individual spo 3 Dy 4' all 25, (212) 6266925, or

including water polo, sport cling ~ sponsol tronic mail to

softball, powerlifting, squ June 2 om on the Internet. For
cycling at venues [ ; odations, call (800)
Manhattan, including f New nmodations only,
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by rachel pepper

“People spend more time at the gym
than they do learning how to get their
lovers offl” So says Sapphire, the outspo-
ken author of the recently published collec-
tion American Dreams. That comment on
human habits is just one of the many tanta-
lizing truisms she springs on me during
our recent interview on a rainy San
Francisco Sunday afternoon.

If you're looking for dyke writing that
goes beyond the romantic world of “les-
bian lite” literature, you need look no far-
ther than this very talented African-
American woman. Compelling, carefully
crafted and at times emotionally wrench-
ing, American Dreams is not easy read-
ing: Its subject matter ranges from prostitu-
tion to racism, from domestic violence to
death and from love to lesbian lust.
Although the book’s beautiful design gives
the very serious work a pretty sheen, most
of the selections in it require at least two
readings to fully comprehend them.
They're even more powerful read aloud.
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Born to a military family, Sapphire
was moved around a lot as a child. Her
family finally settled in Fort Ord, Calif., but
when she was old enough she left for Los
Angeles. She has lived in a number of
other cities, including San Francisco, work-
ing a variety of jobs, including erotic
dancing. Times were hard for her in the
Seventies, but even then, she says, “I
always knew in some kind of way that |
had something important to say.”
Sapphire lives in New York City, where
she is completing an M.F.A. in poetry at
Brooklyn College.

Although all of American Dreams is
incredibly moving, it's perhaps the poems
about incest that have the most capacity to
render you speechless. Works like
“Mickey Mouse was a Scorpio” and “In
My Father’s House” should be read slowly,
with time in between pages to breathe.
“Spliced between the blind night of a for-
gotten scream/ it would be 10 years
before | remembered/ my father breaking
open my asshole . . . / | say you raped
me/ you say it's a damn lie.”

Because of the intensity of Sapphire’s
work, as an interviewer | wondered how
much of her material, particularly her poet-
ry, was autobiographical.

“Yes, | am an incest survivor,”
Sapphire says. Calling her work a “testi-
mony to the abuse | suffered,” she adds
that, nevertheless, much of it's been fiction-
alized. “None of the poems are court
cases against my parents,” she says.
Sapphire says she’s through with writ-
ing about her father, whom she was able
to confront about her incest before he
died. Now she hopes to capture her rela-
tionship with her mother and her sister,
whom Sapphire calls “a potent force” in
her life. The only problem: Her sister
prefers not to be written about. But, says
Sapphire, “If I'm not gonna let Jesse Helms
censor my work, then I'm sure not going fo
let my sister.” .

Censorship is not a new issue to
Sapphire. She found that lesbian journals
stopped publishing her work when men
began to appear in it, and male editors
wanted her to omit passages positively
portraying black women as sexual beings.
“Black women,” she says, “are either
deprived of our genitalia or reduced to it.
But sex is not only for people who look
like Madonna.”

Sapphire’s most famous run-in with the
censors, however, came two years ago,
when The Portable Lower East Side, an
annual New York arts journal, published a
poem of hers in their “Queer City” issue.
To protest NEA funding of the journal, right-
wing bigot Donald Wildmon sent excerpts
from Sapphire’s poem in it to members of
Congress. The reason? The poem, “Wild
Thing,” about the infamous Central Park
rape of the woman jogger, was written
from the perspective of one of the perpetra-
tors, a black male teenager. Although
Sapphire says she was actually attempting
to show the cycles of violence by porfraying
an abused black male in turn abusing oth-
ers, Wildmon, who thought she was a male
writer, called her work “beyond filth.”
Needless to say, all this media “created a
litfle fervor . . . quite without me trying; this
gave me a lot of publicity,” she says now.

The publication of Angry Women by
San Francisco’s Re/Search in 1991 also



brought Sapphire closer to fame. One of
sixteen women featured in this best-selling
anthology, Sapphire says she still gets mail
from women worldwide who have enjoyed
the interview Andrea Juno conducted and
published in the book. “Angry Women
exposed me to a whole new international
audience,” she says.

Sapphire’s first book, a chapbook
entitted Some Things About the Politics of
Size, is now out of print, as is her poetry
work, Meditations on the Rainbow, of
which only five hundred copies were print-
ed. Sapphire’s work has also been printed
in many lesbian and feminist publications
like Azalia and Common Lives, Lesbian
Lives. Yet, as her writing changed over the
years, many periodicals stopped printing
her. “I started to wonder,” she says, “if my
fiction was any good.”

Listening to Sapphire talk about her
work, then seeing her read it in person,
leaves little doubt about her ability as both
a writer and performer. Still, it took Amy

Scholder of High Risk Books to convince

her that both her fiction and poetry should
and could be published. Both are success-
fully presented side by side in American
Dreams. It's an unusual format, but then,
Sapphire is an unusual writer. “I'm
pleased that more than one genre has
been represented,” she says.
more complete picture of myself.”

Three years in the making, American

“It presents a

Dreams is one of the few mustreads of the
season. It sparkles with the wisdom of the
words of both straight and gay black
women, as seen through Sapphire’s eyes.
From “There’s a Window,” a story about a
sexual encounter between two women in
prison, to journal entries pondering a
friend’s suicide, to “Human Torso Gives
Birth,” a short fiction piece inspired by the
true story about a woman with no arms and
legs who has a baby by a man who then
denies their involvement. Some of the book’s
selections explore the tragedy of abuse or
the death of family members; still others cap-
ture joyful sexual encounters between adults,
like “Eat,” which begins with the line, “You

too good to eat my pussy?” and proceeds
merrily along from there.

Despite all this new-found success,
Sapphire doesn't think of herself as a role
model, primarily because she finds that
term alienating. “I'm not extraordinary,”
she says. “But what may be extraordinary
is that I've taken the time to record this.”
She does not wish to be placed on a
pedestal for her achievements, preferring
to be surrounded by other women, particu-
larly other writers. “Writing should not be
a spectator sport,”

Sapphire encourages other women,

she says.

especially incest survivors, to express them-
selves on paper. She feels that doing so
has helped her heal. “Writing is a way of
taking control of our own lives,” she says.
“Writing meant that | was alive . . . and
that | was no longer that destroyed child in
She shakes

her head, amazed at how she has sur-

my poems, but an Amazon.”

vived and thrived. “The work of women,”

she says, “is profound.”

Rachel Pepper is the book editor of DENEUVE.
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A
She’s an Indian lesbian — out and unapologetic.
She’s internationally recognized and tackling
subjects previously untouched by any filmmaker.
So, of course, she’s controversial. by kim Compoc & H.8. Narumanchi
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ratibha Parmar is more than accus-

tomed to controversy. The Kenyan-

born, Llondon-based filmmaker has
never shied away from painful or risky top-
ics. She has produced and directed several
award-winning films, including the hypnotiz-
ing and poetic Sari Red (1985), in which
she exposed the racist hate crimes against
South Asian university students in England.
In the riveting and stylish Double the
Trouble, Twice the Fun (1992) she gave
voice to disabled English lesbians and gay
men. In Khush she explored cultural issues
around coming out in the West for South
Asian lesbians and gay men.

Unabashedly political, Parmar got her
early influences and inspirations from
African-American women in the civil rights
movement, namely June Jordan and Angela
Davis, both of whom she later featured in her
1991 documentary A Place of Rage. “I've
always been guided by my political judg-
ments and my political passions. I've never
had any formal film fraining; I've just learned
from doing it. In that process |'ve developed
an artistic practice which is true to my politi-
cal practice as much as possible.”

It seems to be working. She got her
start in the mid-Eighties with England’s pro-
gressive Channel Four’s Out series. Today
she is described as being one of England’s
most important feminist filmmakers. In June
1993 she was given the annual Frameline
award at the San Francisco International
Lesbian and Gay Film Festival for her contri-
butions to gay and lesbian media.

Now with her latest film, Warrior
Marks, a collaboration with Pulitzer Prize-
winning novelist Alice Walker, she’s taken
on perhaps her most serious project:
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). With it
has come some of the most explosive pub-
licity of her career.

FGM is a process of excision of the cli-
toris or infibulation (sewing up) of the vagina,
which affects 100 million women and girls
worldwide, including an estimated 10,000
in North America. The procedure seems to
epitomize patriarchal control at its cruelest:
Women's vaginas are mutilated, sewn up
and ripped apart again and again in a tradi-

tional African coming-ofage ritual. Often, the
ritual takes place when girls approach puber-
ty, but some are as young as 4.

But Parmar and Walker aim not to
paint another racist portrait of Africa and
the so-called Third World. On the contrary,
Walker began writing on FGM in her novel
Possessing the Secret of Joy with the inten-
tion to educate and empower African
women. In the book the heroine, Tashi, is an
orgasmic and sexually alive woman from
the fictional African nation of Olinka. She
watches her town ravaged by white colo-
nialism and chooses to be “circumcised”
because she is led to believe it will make
her more authentically African. After much
pain and recovery, Tashi realizes “resis-
tance is the secret of joy.”

In the same vein Warrior Marks puts
central the image of black women in revolt
against oppression. It features activists who
have campaigned for decades, survivors
who have networked internationally and
escapees who have faced exile from family
and community. Strung throughout the film
are shots of a dancer, muscular and tremen-
dous, symbolizing the strength of girls and
women throughout the world who have
turned their wounds into warrior marks.

Walker narrates the film, discussing her
own “patriarchal wound” and how she
came info involvement in the issue. Parmar
also is shown on the screen. She explains,
“| inserted myself visibly into the film to
show I'm not this objective filmmaker from
the outside, but rather I'm on this journey
with these women.”

Parmar has no hopes of the film
“changing the world” but does want more
education and more pressure on govern-
ments in Africa and elsewhere to put a stop
to the practice. “It's not about eradicating all
of the beauty and ritual of initiation rites,”
she says “It's about taking away the most
painful part, the most unnecessary part.”

A central controversy surrounding the
film and its tour rests often on the seeming
audacity of an American-born woman
(Walker) and an Indian woman depicting
Africa in a negative light. Questions of cul-
tural appropriateness and First-World racism

follow them with every screening. “It always
comes up. We've both been accused of feed-
ing racism and racist stereotypes of African
culture. . . . My response fo that is this: It's
really time we as women of color are not
silenced. . . . Whether we're talking about
foot binding in China or dowry deaths in
India, we cannot let white people, or men of
color for that matter, determine our agenda.”

Recently, however, African women have
laid the charge as well. The New York Times
recently published an oped piece accusing
Walker and Parmar of generalizing about
one monolithic “African culture” and of mak-
ing a film to gauge personal emotional pain.
Still, the bottom line is the elimination of
child abuse, Parmar argues. “If it helps to
save one girl child’s life, then | think it would
have been worthwhile to have made the
film,” she says. Torture, as Warrior Marks
asserts, is not culture.

The film also touches briefly on HIV
transmission, which is exacerbated by
FGM. One knife will perform the ritual on a
dozen girls or more, and penis-vagina sex
cannot happen without tearing. With over
half of the world’s AIDS cases on the conti-
nent of Africa, this is no small consideration.

Unfortunately, governments in Africa
are only now starting to make the connec-
tion. “There is so much outreach that needs
to be done. A lot of time, people don't even
know they have AIDS,” Parmar says.
“Talking about FGM and how it's related to
HIV transmission is something very few indi-
viduals are talking about in Africa. On a
governmental level, it's not even considered.
That's what's so scary.”

FORWARD |International, the organiza-
tion that has championed this cause for
decades, is working on franslating the film
into African languages so it eventually may
tour in Africa. Already, Efua Turkino, direc-
tor of FORWARD, has spoken with the presi-
dent of Ghana, and hopefully other African
governments will take the lead.

“As an international community of
women, we need to support each other in
our struggles,” Parmar says.”In Warrior
Marks African women are very much at

continued on page 60...
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tonewall 25. It's a big celebration —

one that signals to most everyone in

the queer community recognition of
the beginning of the gay liberation move-
ment, now the queer civil rights movement.
But the celebration of Stonewall is, for
many lesbians, somewhat bittersweet
because it is symbolic of the real diver-
gence between lesbians and gay men in
the struggle for queer civil rights.

| came out as a very young teen on the
eve of Stonewall. | had the defining advan-
tage of having experienced the pre-
Stonewall “gay” world and the post-
Stonewall world of queer politics. What
both had in common was the virtual exclu-
sion of lesbians. The simple fact that we, as
a queer community, date our struggle for
civil rights from the night of the riots at the
Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village is
indicative of that exclusion.

The night of the riots — the night Judy
Garland died — the Stonewall was packed
with gay men, as it usually was. Lesbians
were not welcome at the Stonewall or many
other gay men'’s bars. But what happened
at the Stonewall that night had been hap-
pening to lesser degrees at lesbian bars in
New York and across the country for years.
Lesbian bars were routinely raided and
women arrested for simply being there. At
13 | was in a bar with fake I.D. when it
was raided. | landed in jail with all the
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other women until | was released into the
custody of the butch woman who acted as
bouncer for the bar.

What happened at Stonewall was a
reaction to yet another raid. Gay men said
no. But the reality is that lesbians had been
working on their own “gay” liberation as
well — some through the burgeoning femi-
nist movement and others through resisting
the constant raids and arrests on the bars
that were, for many of us, the only place to
meet other women.

In 1994 many of the strongest voices
of our community are lesbian voices. But
the queer movement itself is still perceived
as having been started by and led by gay
men; Stonewall 25 typifies that perception.

In reality lesbians were at the forefront
of the queer liberation movement from its
earliest days. Even before the Stonewall
riots, groups like the Daughters of Bilitis
(DOB) struggled to place lesbians in the
civil rights vanguard. Radicalesbians was
founded just after Stonewall and combined
radical lesbian politics with feminism-in an
effort to gain civil rights for lesbians. These
women-identified groups were no less cen-
tral to the overall movement for queer liber-
ation than were the early Mattachine
Society and Homophile Action League.
While both those groups had female mem-
bers, “gay” liberation was seen solely from
a male perspective.

In 1994 the links between lesbians
and gay men remain as tenuous as they
were in those last days of June 1969. As
we did in the early Seventies, lesbians in
the last few years have spent much of their
time and resources on helping gay men in
the AIDS crisis. But as we struggle to
define some of our own crises — such as
the epidemic of gynecological cancers —
we are not finding equal support from gay
men. Most lesbians, regardless of age or
era, feel as excluded from our larger queer
community as did lesbians a quarter-centu-
ry ago.

Stonewall 25 raises many questions for
lesbians about where our energy and effort
should be placed in the coming years.

t h

Groups like DOB and Radicalesbians were
formed to address the special needs of
women and to focus women's energy away
from men. Because it was the early days of
the women'’s liberation movement, these
groups were very concerned with the
oppressive nature of relationships between
women and men, concerned that if lesbians
didn’t separate themselves from gay men,
their issues would not get addressed.

In 1994 lesbians might ask themselves
if that 25-year-old concern of our foremoth-
ers wasn't prescient: How much has really
changed for lesbians since Stonewall2 Are
we equal members of a co-sexual communi-
ty, or are we adjuncts — useful in a crisis?
Do our issues carry the same weight as
those of gay men, or are we second<lass
citizens in our own community?

Stonewall 25 is certainly something to
celebrate: a quarter<entury of struggle for
civil rights. But has it been our struggle, or
have we been working for the civil rights of
gay men and hoping those rights will also
accrue fo us?

It's a complicated series of questions to
ask, and we may not like the answers.
Because, like our sisters twenty-five years
ago, we have to make a decision about our
future: Do we trust that in a society that
oppresses women as a matter of course,
gay men will somehow be able to recog-
nize lesbians as equals in a civil rights strug-
gle? Are our concerns the same as those of
gay men?2 Do we have the strength and self-
esteem to turn our attention to ourselves, to
other women, and let the boys take care of
themselves as they
have always expect-

ed us to take care of
ourselves?

Stonewall 25:
Happy anniversary
— perhaps it's time
for a divorce.

Victoria A. Brownworth is a columnist for
the Philadelphia Daily News, the Advocate
and DENEUVE. Her work appears nationally
in the Village Voice, OUT, SPIN and many
other publications.
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michele fisher

least that is what | had hoped

when | left my suburban night-
mare of a hometown a decade ago.
Luckily, | was right, San Francisco is
nothing like .

A few months ago | returned to

There's no place like home. At

for a family visit and was once again
reminded why | never get homesick. Yeah,
yeah, | love my family, but we are all happi-
er when they come to see me. My mother
prefers the Golden Gate Bridge to my “Do
you know what it was like to be the town
queer in this hellhole2” lecture.

On the last day of my trip, | finally
came to grips with the source of my deep
loathing of my hometown. It happened
while | was driving my mom’s newest used
American clunker past the endless acres of
trailer parks and abandoned businesses on
the way to the grocery store. | fiddled with
the AM dial as | maneuvered through the
ever-present rain. (There is a certain comfort
in AM radio. There is no possibility of find-
ing anything you like, so there is none of
that FM frustration.) | halted the dial as Neil
Diamond and Barbra Streisand were com-
plaining about the things they never do for
each other anymore. | didn’t want to listen to
that, but the one working brake light on the
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... BUT I AM EMOTIONALLY GAY....

Pinto five feet in front of me caught my eye.
My heart was just seffling back info my chest
cavity when | heard a familiar voice on the
radio. She asked the DJ to play “Wind
Beneath My Wings,” and she dedicated the
song to Jesus. | jerked the car to the side of
the road when she fold the DJ her name. It
was her. It was my first girlfriend and the
first “straight” woman to stomp my ficker. |
threw the car into park and laughed my butt
off. It was so nice to know that | could finally
find that period of my life amusing.

It wasn't a laughing matter eleven years
ago. We met the summer after we graduat
ed from high school. We had one of those
torrid holiday romances. In the fall she left
for college. One weekend in October | went
to visit her. We had sex for hours and then
went to a party with a bunch of her terminal-
ly heterosexual new friends. | left the party
to get some beverages and returned to find
her in the arms of some greasy-haired rocker
boy. | ran back to her room to pack. She
confronted me at my car and yelled that it
was all my fault for trying to turn her into a
lesbian. | shouted back that she might want
to wash her upper lip and comb her teeth
before returning to her new love. Those
were the last syllables | uttered without
sniveling for the next month.

She was the first het girl to squash me,
but not the last. The next one was the curi-
ous, older, married woman in my freshman
Spanish class. We spent weeks in the cam-
pus tavern conjugating verbs and flirting.

One day she said, “Yo quiero t0.” At
that moment | could have died happy. A few
hours later, | almost did . . . die that is. We
went to her house because her hubby was
on tour with his country and western band.
We were so consumed with passion that we
didn't hear the rumble of his tour bus in her
driveway. | found out why they call those
boots “shit kickers.” | conjugated alone from
that day on.

After her was the straight woman who
claimed to be “emotionally gay.” She said
that she wanted to have a full sexual rela-
tionship with me but that she needed some
time. She did not have a bit of trouble, how-
ever, being on the receiving end of sexual
pleasure. After a few weeks of this, | was so
frustrated that | was gefting up early just to
look at the crack of dawn. She begged me
to stick it out with her. | did, right up until the
day that she left me for the guy at the drive-
up window of our local McDonald'’s.

The day | left for the Bay Areq, | also
left behind the hell of dating straight
women. Every time | go back to my home-



town, | am reminded of all of the dyke
drama | suffered at the hands of heterosexu-
al females. Maybe I've been unfair to my
hometown. Well, | might feel guilty about
that if “Hee Haw” weren't still the No. 1-
rated show there.

Why did | put myself through all of that
het trauma? | was young and stupid and
didn't have the slightest idea how or where
to meet other lesbians. To those of you who
find yourselves in similar circumstances, |
recommend that you do whatever it takes to
avoid taking that emotionally fatal leap.
Save your money for a dependable car. Get
hold of a gay paper. Subscribe to
DENEUVE. You don't want to end up a bit-
ter, jaded dyke like me, do you? Straight
girls made me what | am today. Now if that
doesn’t scare you . . .

The lesbians | really worry about are the
ones who purposely put themselves in peril.
If you make a career out of chasing straight
women — or someone you know does —
then the next part of this article is for you.

These het chasers have one thing in
common: They are miserable. Their big fan-

RETREATS FROM
HER BRYSH WITH
ROMANCE ToO
ATTEND HER
FRIENDS'

tasy is to take a straight woman and turn
her into an adoring lesbian lover. It's hard
enough for most of us fo find a lesbian who
won't drive us nuts. Besides, if one were to
find a straight woman who was willing to
become a devoted partner, then she
wouldn’t really be a straight woman.
Obviously, logic does not play a big part in
this fantasy.

To rid yourself of this obsession, you
must come to terms with the reality of your
misguided pursuit. Throw away all of those
romantic notions for a moment and consider
some of the reasons why breeder<hasing is
so unwise and unfulfilling:

1. Cruising PTA meetings is really boring.

2. You'll go broke gefting her drunk every
time you want to have sex.

3. Many boyfriends and husbands are
trained in the martial arts.

4. You will get really sick of the word
“experiment.”

MARRIED
\COUPLES ?

GAY+LESBIAN
COUPLES GET
| THE “SPECIAL

5. ltis irresponsible to the lesbian communi-
ty. Somewhere there is a dyke sitting home
alone because of your piggish ways.

6. In the heat of passion she will cry out,
“Don’t leave any marks.”

7. Can you be serious about someone who
thinks that “Cathy” is the funniest comic strip
ever?

8. Eventually she will say, “I thought it would
be better with women but . . . ”

Not too glamorous is it Do yourself a
favor: Find another lesbian who is into
straight women and act out your fantasies
with each other. Think of all the fun you can
have when she shows up on your doorstep
wearing her business suit and tennis shoes
complaining about the copy machine at

work. Oh, baby . . .

o
Wk, You MEAN THE

AUTO TELLER MARRIAGE

CERTIFICATE THAT TELLS
EVERYONE THAT THE
COUPLE (S AUTOMATICALLY
ENTITLED TO TAX BREAKS
SPOUSAL. INSURANCE
RENEFITS, TOWT
CUSTODY OF K1DS,
AND THE SPECIAL
2 \ SOCIETAL KISs ON
THEIR RINGS
BLESSIN G THEM

WITH PROSPERITY,
HAPPINESS | AND
SVYCCESSFULLY
ARRANGED
PROCREATION!

EVIAN-
AND THEIR CAT \S
HAVING KI\DS OR

CEREMONIES !

CoME ON,Z0RA/
IT COULD TusT |
BE GAY LOVE
FINALLY ABLE
T0 MAXE
A HOME.

THESE SAME SEX CEREMON (ES
ALWAYS BRING TEARS To MY EYES,

YEAH, YEAH!
| REMEMBER MY
MOoM CAME OVT TO
ME THE NIGHT |
BOVGHT THIS
TACKET.
SOMETHING
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SMELL oF FRESH
\\EATHER/

\ DO LIKE
THE GAL GAY-ZING
AT THESE EVENTS.

THERE'S
SHERRY.
| SEE SHE'LL
BE WEARING
HER LEATHER
TACKET AS

BEST WOMAN
FOR HER
MoM'S

!

WITH AN OVER-
DEVELOPED
OLFACTORY ORGAN,
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HER NOSE THAT
LED HER To
BIKER BETE! j
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roseanne

(roseanne arno

and sharon (mariel hemingway)

ponder the Joys of convert-a-hetero night.

by Val C. Phoenix Over the years,
Roseanne Arnold has endeared herself to
millions. Her resilience, fierce feminism and
willingness to go public with such personal
struggles as weight, drugs and the fallout
from abuse suffered in childhood strike a
chord particularly among women, as do her
continuing efforts to reshape her body and
her psyche.

Nor does Roseanne neglect her queer
following. Her top-rated show, Roseanne,
would still be hands-down the dykiest show
on television even if it didn't feature bisexual
actress Sandra Bernhard playing, gasp, a
bisexual. As a show premised on “the
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remarkable courage of the ordinary
American working woman,” it is very delib-
erately female-driven and peopled with
strong, believable characters.

It was in attempting to strefch the char-
acter of Roseanne that the show ran into
trouble last winter. Tom Arnold, Roseanne’s
husband and Roseanne’s producer, con-
ceived an episode in which Roseanne'’s
assumptions of her own coolness were ques-
tioned. The vehicle for this was a kiss from
another woman. ABC balked and threat-
ened not to show the episode, entitled “Kiss
and Don't Tell,”

publicity for the show even as the network

thereby earning even more

negotiated a contract with Roseanne.

Up until the moment the episode was
shown on March 1, even the show’s produc-
tion company, Carsey-Werner, didn’t know
if or how it would be aired. Said PR person
James Anderson hours before airtime, “We
delivered the show. Now we’ll see what
happens tonight.”

Throughout the debate, Roseanne had
litle comment, preferring to let Tom handle
the fracas. “My husband has done all the
fighting. | can't talk to those assholes,” she
declared. She had plenty to say, however,
when she appeared for a book reading in
San Francisco a few days before the show




aired. What follows is the next best thing to
an interview. (Believe me. We fried.)

“It isnt about a kiss. It's about question-
ing yourself about your own sexuality,”
Roseanne explained of the episode. “On
network TV, you know, that's illegal.
Nobody . . . ever questions their sexuality
after the age of 14. . . . There are no more
questions to be asked,” she said acidly, con-
cluding, “That's the reason we live in such a
wonderful world.”

Tom, who was also on hand,
declared, “We're only gonna deliver the
show if they show it intact.” “’Cause it's a
great kiss,” interjected Roseanne. Tom con-
fided, “Mariel Hemingway wasn't the only
one who wanted to kiss Rosey. Jamie Lee
Curtis, too. She auditioned for it.”

The show had its moments, among them
Nancy’s announcing, “Friday is Convert-A-
Hetero Night.” Or a way-too-nervous Jackie
fending off an advance by claiming she was
with “that big butch broad,” referring to
Roseanne. (We continue to hold out hope for
Jackie.)

After all the fuss, though, the episode
couldn't help but come off as anti-climactic.
And The Kiss, which admirably captured the
back of Mariel Hemingway’s head, paled
compared to the thousands of het kisses
we've seen on TV over the years. This was,
in fact, the first episode of the show in
which two women kissed. By contrast,
Nancy and Arnie used to practically do it in
the road. (Poor Sandra Bernhard. She never
gets to kiss the girl for some reason.)

Anyway, sad to say, this much ado
about nothing was the cause of ABC's homo-
phobic pandering, including a disclaimer
beforehand and mutterings about adversely
influencing children. “What | loved about
that,” cackled Roseanne, “is that every two
minutes they're seeing a woman gefting shot
and killed and raped and mutilated — and
that’s not gonna affect them.” The furor
shows how far TV sfill has to go.

In the end, though, there’s only so much
we can expect from Roseanne or any other
“cool hetero.” When are we going to see
out lesbians as creators and performers on
a series? Llesbian comic Suzanne
Westenhoefer, for instance, would love to
star in a sitcom. Someday maybe we'll see

Suzanne, about the adventures of an ordi-
nary working<class lesbian and her day-to-
day life with her lover in a small town.
Imagine a lesbian-driven show. | know of
about 12 million potential viewers.

For Roseanne, “Kiss and Don't Tell” was
only the latest battle for control with the pow-
ersthatbe, a struggle that has forced her to
grow along with the show. In her new book,
My Lives, she writes, “I came to Hollywood
to take over, to claim TV as the new pre-
serve of Woman. .
show called Roseanne, which became the
battle ground of and for myself. To allow for
the freedom, the creative control and the
growth of this show, | had to become as
strong, brave, sly and mouthy as that

.. | created a television

woman on TV.”

“at least

i do roar and
refuse to
whimper.”
-roseanne

In doing that, she has found many
admirers, as was evident looking at the
crowd in SF. They were truly with her, revel-
ing in her willingness to be out front and
take the heat and emerge standing up. As
Roseanne put it, “At least | do roar and
refuse to whimper.”

Queer consciousness permeates her
work, starting with the show. “When’s
Darlene gonna come out?” she was asked,
to huge cheers, prompting Tom to reply,
“You can't have everybody.” What followed
was a most curious exchange between wife
and husband.

Roseanne: Well, gay people think
everybody’s gay.

Tom: Well, you think all men are gay.

Roseanne: | think men are run all their
lives by their fear of being gay.

Tom: Well, my whole life is run by the
hope that you are gay. Just a little. One
weekend a month.

Roseanne: | think that about you, too.

Beneath the laughs and the quick wit
lies a very unfunny reality. Roseanne is, of

course, a survivor — of child abuse and of |
Hollywood. As she details in My Lives, she’s |
had to fight to be respected and to respect
herself. To cope, she has developed twenty-
one personalities: male and female, adults
and children. One, for instance, is a 14-
year-old boy named Roger who is an excel-
lent basketball player.

“How many people are here that are
multiple2” she queried the audience. When
cheers came from all parts of the auditorium,
she quipped, “And that's only two people!”

Her sense of humor remains a close
ally in her struggles. “What has changed |
most due to your fame2” asked someone in
the audience. “I got good therapy,” she
responded.

Roseanne’s book reveals a fiercely
determined woman who has used humor
as both defense and offense: defense to
make light of terrifying situations and
offense to advance her agenda.

For, Roseanne had gone to Hollywood
with a plan. “Feeling bitter and tired of the
constant insult to my gender in all forms of
media, the unabated whining of male ego
and thought as it regards my sex,” she
writes, “| wanted to give the gander a bit
of what he'd been giving the goose for
eons now.”

She feels acutely both the pain and
power of being a woman. Asked why she
took Tom’s surname when they married
and shed Barr, she replied, “’Cause that
was my father’s name. As a woman, |
should really be called Roseanne X, ‘cause
we women have no names.”

There’s much there for lesbians to
admire, and indeed many wonder how
Roseanne could be anything but a lesbian.
At least one audience member thought the
comic was in the know, asking her, “Is
Hillary Clinton a lesbian2” Roseanne
replied, “I don't think Hillary is a lesbian.
You shouldn’t assume ‘til you're told,”
before moving on to the next question.
“What was your most difficult moment2”
Tom asked. Without a pause, a grinning
Roseanne responded, “Well, when | was in
bed with Hillary, and you and Bill were
over at McDonald’s.”

Val C. Phoenix anxiously awaits
Darlene’s and Jackie’s salvation.
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rachel pepper

BIKINI KILL

New Radio/Rebel Girl
Kill Rock Stars
7" only

You could buy their latest full-length
CD, Pussy Whipped, and enjoy it for what
it's worth. But why bother when this four-
song EP is even better2 This litle piece of
vinyl is the best thing that Bikini Kill has
ever done, proving that the musical revolu-
tion of the Riot Grrrls will last longer than
any media hype tracking their moves. The
crowning glory of this 7-inch is “Rebel
Girl,” a spirited song about a girl who
thinks she’s “queen of the neighborhood,”
and it is perhaps the best tune about
female friendship to emerge in the last
decade. Making it even more special and
more professionally recorded is the fact
that the usual Bikini Kill lineup, consisting
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of Kathleen Hanna, Tobi Vail, Kathi
Wilcox and lone male member Billy, is
joined here by Joan Jett, who adds second
guitar and vocals on this EP version only.
You'll get shivers from “Rebel Girl” when
you hear lead singer Kathleen scream,
“When she talks, | hear the revolution/ in
her hips, there’s revolutions/ when she
walks, the revolution’s coming/ in her kiss
| taste the revolution.” Phew! Talk about
Grrrl Power! Write Kill Rock Stars, 120 NE
State Ave. #418, Olympia WA 98501.

BILLY TIPTON MEMORIAL

Saxophone Quartet
Saxhouse

Get this: four saxophone-playing
women who sure know how to blow out
that hot airl

Named for the lesbian jazz musician
who “passed” as a man her whole life to
professionally play sax, the Billy Tipton
Quartet, based in Seattle, is comprised of
Marjorie de Muynck, Amy Denio, Jessica
Lurie and Barbara Marino. After recording
this lively album, the Quartet was joined
by ex-Two Nice Girls drummer Pam
Barger, who adds a nice touch to the
group’s live performances. To be honest,
I'm not much of a saxophone fan, but see-
ing this quartet live left me awestruck.
Watching these gals swing around their
soprano, alto, tenor and baritone saxes in

great ensemble to tunes like “Big Beat”
and “The Fat Lady Walks the Tightrope”
could make you a convert, too. Watch for
their frequent minitours across the country
and buy this album, whether you're a sax
fan or not. Because after you listen to it a
few times, you surely will be. Write PO
Box 85154, Seattle WA 98115.

us

Betti-Cola
Mint Records

For anyone who ever loved the
Marine Girls, lament no more: They've
been reborn, reincarnated and channeled
through these Vancouver women in the
form of Cub. Robynn, Lisa and Neko, with
help from drummer Valeria, prove that
there is West Coast music life outside of
Seattle and, for that matter, outside of the
United States. Their sparse acoustic sound
and wily sense of humor propel them
through a twenty-four-song compilation,
which includes all their earlier work on 7-



inch and some new songs, too. My
favorite cut is the cover of “Surfer Girl,”
which | like to sing to my boogie-boarding
girlfriend, but original songs “Motel 6,” “A
Picnic” and “Little Star” rule, too. Goddess
knows where you'll find this album in the
US, since alternative Canadian music is
pretty hard to find, but you can order this
CD directly for $12 from Mint Records,
699-810 West Broadway, Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada V5Z 4C9.

RACHEL BAGBY

Full
Outta the Box

If vocal chants and percussive beats to
words like “I am a full woman” and “forgive-
ness, healing,” sound like your thing, you'll
like this tape. An earnest effort from Rachel
Bagby, who writes that the title track is “to
be sung loud and stomped to often . . . to be
believed and encouraged and lived,” Full
can't help but make you feel good. There's a
song inspired by Yemaya, the Goddess of
Rivers; “Gratitude,” which gives thanks to
life; and “There Is A Way,” which encour-
ages us along with words like “wherever
you gotta love, there is a way.” Bagby is
accompanied on most tracks here by both
male and female musicians, including Linda
Tillery and John Santos, so be prepared for
some male voices on many cuts. Choral
arrangements of these songs, some of which
are exquisitely beautiful, as well as the tape
and CD, are available from Outta The Box,
PO Box 773, Hanover NH 03755.

MERYN CADELL

Bombazine
Sire

It takes a lot of guts for a relatively
unknown artist to launch her big mainstream
debut with a song about gay teenagers and
homophobia. But that's just what bi-identified
Canadian singer-songwriter Meryn Cadell
has done on her second album, the break-
through Bombazine. “Jonny and Betty,” the
album'’s first cut, is the story of high school
pals who pose as sweethearts because they
know “that someday . . . they’d be ready to
say, ‘Forget all the lessons we've learned,
we're gay.”” Bombazine is full of such telling
moments as it winds its way through fourteen
tracks of whim and wisdom on songs about
bank robberies, thirty-something angst and
childhood nostalgia. Backed by first-rate
musicians like Anne Bourne and k.d. lang-
collaborator Ben Mink, Cadell reaches her
peak in the album’s second half on songs
like “Organ” and “Strength.” The best cut,
however, is clearly the witty song “Window
of Opportunity,” in which a woman who's
been caught shoplifting ponders her aimless-
ness with great lines like, “caught snoozing
on the endless escalator of prosperity, I'm
not afraid of succeeding, nor am | of trying
— but to say | knew exactly what I'm doing
would be lying.” Cadell is considered one of
Canada’s best up-and-coming talents, so
demand this at a record store near you now.

Send tapes and CDs for possible review
in this column to Hot Licks c¢/o DENEUVE. Due
to the volume of tapes received, not every
item can be acknowledged or reviewed.

San Francisco

HOUSE O'CHICKS
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the only
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For reservations or
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Oh, that Stonewall rush! Must be time
for another march. Here at LesboFile we
just love marches. They bring out the dyke
in all of us — including some of us we
might not expect, if you catch the drift. Of
course, New York's the place to be this
June, what with the Gay Games and the
Stonewall celebration. Which means it's
time for another Famous Friends (FF) watch.
You know, those supportive gals who turn
up to offer solidarity. Or is it to cruise? It's
so hard to fell sometimes. Got to keep an
eye on those women.

So . . . what else to tell you2 Well, by
now you probably know two of our FFs
have finally come out. We speak, of
course, about the Indigo Girls. After sev-
eral years of tiptoeing around the fringes,
hanging out at gay bars and women'’s festi-
vals, plus, of course, last year's “support-
ive” gig at the March on Washington, the
duo finally made it official. Hear, hear!
And what took y'all so long?

“Bad for kids to see.” Yep, that was
the supposed reasoning of some program-
ming genius at ABC, home of Ms.
Roseanne Arnold, for the network’s
reluctance to show the now-infamous “les-
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bian kiss” episode. Whew. Well, Ms.
Roseanne just threatened to walk herself
over to another network if ABC didn't get
off its homophobic high horse. The girl has
huevos, that's for sure. 20/20’s Lynn Sherr
(her again!) visited Roseanne on the set as
they rehearsed the scene. But, as Mariel’s
and Roseanne’s lips were about to touch,
the camera cut to Sherr averting her head.
“We're certainly not going to show it,” she
said in a joking tone, but the impression
we were left with is that it was too contro-
versial (or gross or ugly) a moment to be
shown even on a news show. Co-host
Barbara Walters certainly seemed
eager enough to see it, though. “What
about The Kiss2!” she trilled to Lynn,
squirming in her seat. Down, girl!
Speaking of tabloid television, that
was our own publisher extraordinaire,
Frances Stevens, on Geraldo, offering
her views on “Power Dykes.” Behind the
scenes we learn that Franco’s fellow: pan-
elist, comic and “la-la-la-lawyer” Maggie
Cassella, was concerned her bra was
showing! Franco, who wore a tastefully
powerful Ann Taylor-Anne Klein Il ensemble
for the occasion, says Geraldo was nice
enough, but the hotel room she was given
had only a fold-up Murphy bed. Shocking

Dinah Shore

revelations indeed. “Hey, Baby” columnist
Bree Coven was also in attendance at
the taping. . . .

More Ann Richards dish. Did we for-
get to mention last time that the governor of
Texas got a little outside advice on speech-
writing? From Jane Wagner and Lily
Tomlin, no less? Uh-huh. So says the guv.
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As you're gearing up for the Gay
Games, consider this tidbit from the
University of Texas. Apparently some
coveted basketball recruits have backed
away from playing for UT because of the
Lady Longhorns’ (my, how quaint!) reputa-
tion for being, we quote, “a dyke team.”
Oh, my, my. Does Gov. Richards know
about this?

Mary Louis Parker

How the worm does turn. A few years
ago, women's tennis was rocked by
Margaret Court's accusations that lesbian
players were seducing impressionable
young teens on the tour. Gabriela
Sabatini, Monica Seles and Steffi
Graf were quoted as saying they feared
changing in the locker rooms. Now rumors
are out that Seles, recovering from a stab
wound, has found love with a phys ed
teacher! This being one Carsten
Malessa, who reportedly comforted the
tennis star on the court right after she was
attacked last year. In fact, say certain tabs,
Malessa sent Seles a diamond ring for
Christmas.

Well, sometimes we at LesboFile goof.
That's not k.d. lang’s Hog in the video for
“Just Keep Me Moving.” It's a specially
rented period vehicle of some other vin-

tage. Mea culpa. Now in her new video,
“Hush Sweet Lover,” k.d. is filmed in artsy
black and white emoting to a young
woman who is never seen in the same
shot. How long before we get two women
in the same frame, eh?

Combing the news, we alight on
Hawaii where the Prez and the Miz were
lunching at a local pizzeria. To say nothing
of Chelsea. Two dykes chatted up the First
Couple, and, in fact, singer Ginni
Clemmens “brushed cheeks with Hillary”
and pledged her support should HRC run
in '96. Clemmens’s partner looked the
president in the eye and said, “Lift the ban,
Bill.” Way to go, gals!

Movie news: Mary Louise Parker's
been cast as dyke detective Kate Delafield
in the movie version of Murder at the
Nightwood Bar, which will begin filming in
.. Also, look for Parker as an HIV-
positive woman, Whoopi Goldberg as
a lesbian singer and the Indigo Girls as
a, uh, band in Boys On the Side, set for a
Oh, vyeah, Drew
Barrymore’s in it, too. Now, we're not
sure if Parker and Goldberg will be lovers

June. .

fall release.

in the film or not, but we know both per-
formers have experience playing muted les-
bian characters in other films. So, what we
wanna know is: WILL THEY LET THEM KISS
IN THIS ONE?

Drew Barrymore

Whoopi Goldberg

will they let
them kiss in
this one?!

Well, there are sure to be kisses
aplenty when Go Fish opens mid-June in
New York, with later openings in Los
Angeles, San Francisco and Chicago. This
sassy independent film, which was pro-
duced and directed by lesbians, was
picked up by the Samuel Goldwyn Co.
after a showing at the prestigious
Sundance Festival. Look for it in your
town.

In the Lesbian-Wanna-Be Dept.: Add
Lynn Johnston, the
Canadian who depicted a gay male teen

cartoonist

coming out in her strip, For Better or For
Worse, last year. It seems a few years
ago Johnston was going through a rather
unhappy period in her life and pondered
becoming a lesbian, but she just couldn’t
make it work. As she explained fo the Bay
Area Reporter, “| had the most wonderful
girlfriend in the world, and she was volup-
tuous and beautiful and | adored her.”
Unfortunately, “we couldn’t even get to

1

first base!” Aww. So, Johnston settled for

being a sympathetic het (and FF), and she
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and the woman are still
best friends. Mm. Sounds
kind of like a lesbian rela-
tionship.

On to a
obscure object of desire. It
seems when a woman’s

not-so-

mag polled its readers to
determine their choice of
vltimate fantasy lovers,
Ms. k.d. lang strolled in
at number nine. What?
Only nine2 Well, it was a
straight mag after all.
Speaking of fantasy
lovers, Rosie O’Donnell
portrays tough girl Rizzo in a new touring
version of Grease. She's also nabbed the
role of Betty Rubble in The Flintstones. This
is the same Rosie O’Donnell who played

Rosie 0’Donnell
Madonna’s close (as in thisclose) friend
in A League of Their Own and who told a
crowd at a prochoice benefit, “Nobody
should control my body — except me and
maybe Michelle Pfeiffer.”

On a sad note, LesboFile bids a fond
farewell to Dinah Shore, who, in addi-
tion to being a singer of renown, also
played Pied Piper to thousands of lesbians
over the years courtesy of her golf tourna-
ment. What will all those gals do now that
she’s gone? Stay tuned.

Finally, in case you were looking for a
dyke spin on |'affaire Harding-Kerrigan,
look no farther than Newsweek. The
esteemed mag notes: 1) that Tonya
Harding's hobbies include drag racing,

Michelle Pfeiffer

auto repair, hunting and pool; 2) that she
learned how to shoot a gun before she
learned how to read; and 3) that she
developed the necessary upper body
strength for her jumps by splitting wood.
Newsweek also likens the skater to a “brat-
ty, tomboyish kid sister.” Nancy
Kerrigan comes across as more demure
— she's recently taken up golf. We must
say, though, that she has some nice butch
moments in that Campbell’s ad when she
sideswipes a hockey player — and then
smiles sweetly.

Keep smiling sweetly, sisters, and send
your news, rumors and tidbits to LesboFile,
c/o DENEUVE, 2336 Market #15, SF CA
94114,

k.d. lang
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BY KATHERINE V FORREST

Whole Lotta Shakin’ Going On

As silence descended Angela said,
“You're all getting crazy, and you're all
ganging up on Averill. It's not fair. She’s
right, her being out isn't the same as your
being out. Coming out for her is coming
out on a stage —"

“I'm glad somebody sees that,” Averill
said aggrievedly.

“I'm with Angela,” Pat said angrily,
and plunged in with her own long-held bit-
terness. “But only because you've got no
room delivering lectures about the closet,
Donnelly.” She jerked her head toward
Averill. “Not when you left me for the
biggest closet case of all time.”
Averill hissed, “Don’t you call me a closet
case, you diesel dyke, you couldn’t hide
your butch dyke ass in a closet if the door
was twenty feet wide.”

As Angela uttered, “Averilll” in a horri-
fied gasp, Pat quickly recovered: “You
wouldn't have the brains, you wouldn’t have
the guts to come out of your closet if it was
leaking shit down around your ears.”

“Stop this,” Donnelly said, “stop it now.
Pat, | left you for myself. For the exact same
reason you left Cindy —"

“Don't bring Cindy —" Pat managed to
utter, bludgeoned by this personal grief
being dropped info a roomful of strangers.

“She's part of it. Listen to me, Pat. And
you too, Averill, and Bradley and Querida.
You're all four of you jailed in your closets.”

“Say what,”
still fixed on Warren, who was staring defi-
antly back at him.

“Oh please,” Averill said sarcastically.

Pat said with equal sarcasm, “Okay, I'll
wear a DYKE Tshirt.”

Querida did not speak, and Donnelly

said Bradley, his attention
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turned to her. “Querida, who do you
respect most on this earth?”

“My grandfather. Of course.”

“Bradleye”

His dark eyes narrowed in thought. “A
pretty short list. One or two professional col
leagues.

“Pate’  She quickly sorted through the
question. “Same as Bradley. Professional
colleagues. In particular, Virginia Uribe —
the head of Project Ten.”

“Are any of you out fo these people?”

“l can't be,” Querida said.

Bradley shook his head.

“No,” said Pat, recalling in a flash of
memory the seminar she had attended
along with other teacher colleagues open to
learning greater sensitivity to gay and les-
bian students. Listening in silent hero wor-
ship to the easy-mannered woman who had
begun the first counseling program in the
nation for lesbian and gay high school stu-
dents and had reaped unremitting thunder-
bolts for her trouble. Pat had not further
identified herself to Uribe, whose warm,
dark-eyed glance had lingered on her, and
who made no visible sign of recognizing a
lesbian sister nor any attempt at approach.

There’s enough grief just being a
teacher, Pat had told herself afterward,
grief enough seeing the brief lives of ex-stu-
dents Frederico and Danny and Anjelica
extinguished by AIDS . . . And the benevo-
lent, grandmotherly Uribe looked every bit
the part to counsel teenagers, while she her-
self. . .

Donnelly said, “You're not out till the
people you respect know the truth of you.”

“Sayings of Chairman Donnelly,” Pat
muttered, “you and your simple answers.”
Uribe would despise her if she knew how lit-

tle help she'd been in the tragic world of
gay kids.

“The closet is simple,” Warren con-
tended. “It's gay people saying excuse me
for living.” Donnelly nodded. “It's conced-
ing there’s something fundamentally wrong
with you.”

“No, it's not, not for me,” Querida said.
“I'just don't want to lose my grandfather.”

“And so you sit with him in tacit
with  his  prejudice.”
“Not today at least,” Querida said calmly.

She deals so well with Donnelly, Pat
thought. She said, “Butch as | look, | get
grief enough in the school system. If | actu-
ally said | was a dyke, I'd have to think
about every damn word that came out of
my mind not to be accused of recruit-
ment.” Bradley said, “What | publish has
nothing to do with whether I'm gay. Telling
people you're gay is a pain in the ass,
and so damn much work — you have to

agreement

sort out where they are about it, walk them
through it till they get you assimilated
again. It's a needless distraction.”

Warren suggested mildly, “Distraction,
or discomfort2” Averill said harshly, “Asking
people to burn themselves at the stake is ask-
ing too much, Donnelly. You don’t have a
family to lose, you don’t even know what
you're talking about —"

“You're right about a family,” Donnelly
said, her face, her voice subdued. “All the
family | have is right here in this room. The
four of you are all | have, you're why | need-
ed fo be here.”

If Donnelly’s answer mollified Averill, it
was not apparent. She continued angrily,
"You have to make exceptions for individu-
al situations, you have no respect at all for
my situation on the tour —"




“You're right, | don't, Averill. No way
on earth could | hide and pretend | was your
secretary or assistant or whatever damn
thing it was you wanted me to be —"

Pat did not dare steal a look at Angela.

“You told me that,” Averill accused, “but
you never said | had to make a choice. You
just walked away.”

“I didn’t have the time to wait and see if
you'd work through it. And anyway, if I'd
told you, would you have done anything
about it2”

“That's beside the point. You never gave
me a choice.”

“I don't believe in issuing ultimatums
about the closet,” Donnelly said. “! still believe
you should leave the closet for yourself, not
because someone else wants you to.”Angela
said, “But this veto’s changed you.”

“That, added to everything | know that's
happened to people in this room, people |
love. The closet suffocates everybody in it.
The closet it death.”

Angela said to Averill, “Martina’s come
out, taken all the up-front heat. That has to
make it easier now for other —”

Averill snapped, “Martina’s made
everything harder, not easier.”

“You can’t mean that. She’s a hero,
she —"

“She’s not. All the notoriety she brought
to women'’s tennis rubbed off on all the rest
of us, opened all the doors for reporters to
come sniffing through, there’s all this curiosi-
ty about me —"

“There would be anyway.”

“Don't be ridiculous, Angela.”

“Oh Averill, everybody just pretends
not to know what everybody really knows.
Nobody seriously believes I'm your assis-
tant —"

Averill sprang from her chair. Angela
raised an arm as if in defense, her eyes
wide with dismay.

Looming over Angela, Averill shouted,
“That's not true! I've been too carefull”

Warren held a hand in front of his
mouth in a pretend yawn. “Just one more
queer discovering she’s living in a class
closet.”

From Flashpoint, Naiad Press, 1994, 256
pps, $22.95. Reprinted with permission.
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In her new book, Katherine V. Forrest
departs from her famous Kate Delafield
series and the detective genre to deliver a
call to arms. In Flashpoint, Forrest brings
together for a weekend a group of friends,
ex-lovers and acquaintances who all have
one friend (Donnelly) in common — the
same weekend that California Gov. Pete
Wilson vetoes AB101, the bill that would
have given lesbian and gay Californians
protection from job discrimination. The veto
of the bill galvanizes the activist within each
character, compelling each
to come out and make a
political or financial stand
for gay rights. Most of the
book is devoted to taking
the reader deep into the
private lives of each week-
end guest
women) and to exploring

(men and
the relationship of each
person to
Flashpoint is enveloping,

the others.

intimate, sexy and political.
Readers who love Forrest's
love scenes will be satiat-
ed. But more, the book will
inspire readers fo look with-
in themselves and will change lives.

DENEUVE’s managing editor, Katie
Brown, caught up with Forrest while she was
busy consulting on rewrites for the screen-
play of Murder at the Nightwood Bar.

DENEUVE: What's your hope for this
book?

KATHERINE V. FORREST: My obijective
is to give some sort of idea as to some of
our gay and lesbian lives in the last part of
the century and how incredibly diverse our
lives have been and how they have
changed.

D: How much of this is a call to arms —
to compel people to be out, as Donnelly
does when she tells them why she brought
them together

KVF: It's a total call to arms. | think it is
the business of the gay and lesbian commu-
nity in the 1990s. | think that the Seventies

were the era of gay pride, and the Eighties
were the era of gay rage. And this is the era
we need fo act. We are the generation that
can make a difference in the lives of those
that come after us.

D: Are you as enthusiastic now about
the Clinton administration as your characters
are at the end of the book?

KVF: The book is set at a very finite
period of history. | think it remains to be
seen. Regardless of what pleases or dis-
pleases us about this presidency, we've
already seen a change in
tone and climate. We are
functioning members of the
government like we never
have been before. Changes
are taking place.

D: How does this book
represent a shift in style and
purpose for you as a writer?

KVF: | think that it is sort
of an ongoing faceting in my
own growth as a lesbian, as
a member of the community
and as a writer. Hopefully, |
have grown and changed. . .
. As my success as a writer
has grown and my audience
has grown, | feel a responsibility to say
something worth saying. I've always been
aware of that; | think I've just become more
aware of it as my audiences span the reach
of my books.

D: How political do you consider your-
self?

KVF: Well, I've always been political. |
think I've probably disguised it a little bit bet-
ter in some of the earlier work. It always used
to amuse me when people said that my work
was not political, because I've thought that |
was very political. | do write to entertain. | do
hope that this book will also fall in that cate-
gory, that it will be something that people will
want to read for any number of reasons.

D: | also love how you get so much sex
packed into just two days.

KVF: (laughing) That's the skillful use of
the flashback.
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by Zélie Pollon Unless you're from
Atlanta, Ga., you may have never heard of
Alicia Banks. But if WRFG, the radio station
that broadcasts her programs, expands to
100,000 watts, you may be hearing her
soon. Banks, an African-American out les-
bian, has hosted the program Les
Chanteuse Africaines (African Singers) on
WRFG community radio 89.3 FM since
1989, and she recently started an AM pro-
gram called Outlook. Banks's programs
combine the music of such artists as Bessie
Smith and Billie Holiday with strong politi-
cal messages and otherwise unaired infor-
mation on human rights violations. She uses
the airwaves in southern Atlanta to speak
out against racism, sexism and homopho-
bia — especially homophobia in the
African-American community. Of her new
AM program she said, “It's a radical show
for revolutionary intellectuals, but we talk
about everything from skin color to the ‘new
world order’ to interracial couples.”

Banks's programs are no ordinary talk
shows, to say the least. Not surprisingly, her
broadcasts are not taken lightly. One of her
most vocal opponents is Bomani Bakari of
the African centrist group The Radio Free

52 DENEUVE mav /sune 1994

alicia

Griots, made up of several broadcasters at
WRFG. Banks was a member at one time
but resigned after hearing homophobic
and anti-Semitic remarks on the air.

One of the more extreme examples of
her on-the-air warfare with Bakari occurred
last year after Banks produced a segment
entitted “Gays In Africa,” which gave the
historical context of homosexuality in Africa
and described the work being done by
gays today in some African countries. In
response, Bakari’s program ‘Round
Midhnight joined forces with the producers
of Potential Vibes to create Trick or Treat
which aired a month after Banks's Gays in
Africa broadcast. Trick or Treat was aimed
at “proving” that homosexuality is a phe-
nomenon of people of European descent
and that gay and lesbian Africans don't
naturally exist. On-air promotions for the
program consisted of statements of “docu-
mented proof with panel” and included
speeches by bogus “professionals” about
the abnormality of homosexuality, particu-
larly in African-American communities.
During the show one psychoanalyst, who
said all her gay clients had been molested
as children, also stated, “I reject the term

NK

homophobia. A phobia is an irrational fear.
Is it irrational fo fear a lifestyle that threatens
the future of the African race2” The show
also included many not-so-subtle insults
directed at Banks and bouts of audible
background laughter.

“The program was so unprofessional
and juvenile,” said Banks. “There was no
real research done, none of their facts was
correct, none of the supposed ‘experts’ was
really expert on anything. They were a
bunch of ganga-smoking friends of the pro-
ducer who were in the studio at the time and
who wanted to get off by bashing gays.”

Banks claims this is certainly not the first
of this kind of attack. Banks has weathered
repeated insults and other verbal abuse both
on and off the air, including threats on her
life, from Bakari. She has a bodyguard who
functions more as a witness than a protector,
escorting her to and from her radio broad-
casts. According to Banks, WRFG board
members are well aware of the racist, sexist
and homophobic content of Bakari’s show,
as well as the abuses committed. However,
said Banks, “They're all too afraid to do
anything. They're completely intimidated.”

But Trick or Treat raised the already




high level of hatred and defamation to
intolerable heights. This time Bakari did not
get off so easily. The program was adver-
tised far in advance, and members of
GLAAD and the African American Lesbian
and Gay Alliance (AALGA) were monitor-
ing it closely. “This was the first time the
communities had really come together to
fight against homophobia,” said Banks.
Members of GLAAD also researched the
“professionals” and “experts” on Bakari’s
program and found that they were in fact
neither expert nor professional.

GLAAD and AALGA members have
since presented a list of demands to the
WRFG board that includes sensitivity train-
ing for all WRFG staff to be conducted by
GLAAD members; airing GLAAD Public
Service Announcements, specifically during
Griot programming; and WRFG's including
a nondiscriminatory clause based on sexu-
al orientation in its mission statement.
WRFG is in the process of complying with
all of these demands.

With WRFG's possible expansion
Klansmen may demand equal airtime, but
that's fine with Banks. “Everyone should have
equal airtime,” she said. “If you're going to
allow Klansmen in blackface, then you are
going to have to allow real Klansmen, too.”
Banks looks forward to the expansion
because at 100,000 watts FCC regulations
prohibiting “hate programming” apply.

After launching her AM program,
Outlook, during which listeners still call in
to preach and read passages from the
Bible to her, Banks is certainly better pre-
pared to deal with homophobia. “At first
[listeners] were incredibly hostile,” she
said. “But many have been swayed and
have shown support and even changed
their homophobic mindsets.”

Banks's future plans include law school
and perhaps a syndicated radio show, and
she seems ready and willing for anything.
She is fearless and determined to speak her
mind and continue her programming as
she pleases.

For more information, call (404) 908-
3904. For copies of Banks’s programs,
send a blank 90-minute cassette and return
postage to Alicia Banks, PO Box 16192,
Atlanta GA 30321.

BUY THIS BOOK
AND GET $100°
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Detour and USAir have teamed up to save you
money. Buy any Detour Travel Guide and you can
send for a coupon worth up to $100 off USAir
tickets for you and your "traveling companion"*

Detour reviews each hotel and restaurant, and
features accurate information on Lesbian night-
life. Also included are Detour’s unique Historical
Walking Tours, tips for shopping smart and "Must-
See" places of interest.

Look for Guides to London, Miami, and Wash-
ington, DC at your favorite bookstore, or order
direct (800) 888-2052, ext. 48. By fax (916) 448-
5439. Coming soon; Paris, Amsterdam, Southern
California, and San Francisco and the Caribbean.

DET¥UR TRAVEL GUIDES

For those who don't necessarily travel the straight and narrow
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*To receive your USAir Discount Coupon, send the ISBN bar code from the back cover of your Detour Guide to Detour Publications, Inc., 1016 Third Ave., Sacramento,
CA 95818. Coupon is valid for travel on USAir/USAir Express from 4/15/94 to 12/30/94 (holiday black-out dates apply). 14-day advanced purchase and Saturday
overnight stay required. Discount is $25 off fares of $250-399, and $50 off fares over $400. Offer limited to one coupon per Guide. Each coupon is valid for up to two
USAirfUSALr Express lickets issued together in the same class of service with both passengers traveling together. Offer valid on all USAir/US Air Express flights within
the continental United States, and for travel between the continental United States and San Juan, St. Thomas, St. Maarten, Nassau, Paris, and Frankfun.‘ Coupon is valid
only with published fares and cannot be used with special, negotiated, contract, children, convention, student, group, government, military, tour, joint, interline, and net
fares, Golden Opportunities Coupon Books, family plan, travel industry discount fares, or any other fares which may later be specified by USAir without notice.

FINALLY THE PERFECT
RESPONSE...

FOR JUST $2.00 YOU WILL
RECEIVE YOUR VERY OWN
COPY OF THIS HANDCRAFTED,
5X7-FULL COLOR,

SUPER SPECTACULAR,
GREETING CARD! GIVE TO
YOUR FRIEND OR KEEP FOR
YOURSELF! SEND CASH,
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO:
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4 €qgle Drive
Newton, N.J. 07860

S -

THE MXT Tt A Gu
APPROACHLS You AND
You WL’S GeT WHAT v
TARLS To "CHANGL You...

Y-r;us

TO ORDER A
FREE CATALOG

INSIDE: CALL (201) 579-5565.

TELL HIM YOU'RE A MEMBER OF
THE LORENA BOBBITT FAN CLUB
AND ASK HIM IF HE'D LIKE
TO MAKE A DONATION...

ATTENTION RETAILERS!
CALL US! HAVE WE GOT A DEAL
FOR YOU!!
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driving

10
PRAY
THAT
ANGER
WILL TAKE YOUR  two first
HAND AND TAKE

YOU

on

[NTO
YOUR HEART
OPEN YOU UP IS
LIKE PRAYING
THAT A DRAGON
WOULD EAT YOU.
— BUT AT THE
SAME TIME,
THERE™S NO
OTHER WAY.”

erron has long been a darling
fof women’s music; she is

equally popular among the
folk music set. Diverse audiences
identify with Ferron’s experiences
and progress, learn from her strug-
gles and revelations, acknowledge
their own anguish and strength.

The eldest in a family of seven
children from a semi-rural, working-
class suburb of Vancouver, B.C.,
Ferron had written a sheaf of songs
and left home by age 15. Now out

of print, Ferron’s

albums, Ferron
(1977) and
Ferron Backed
AND Up (1978),
were recorded
in her base-
ment.
Testimony
(1980) and
Shadows On A
Dime (1984)
burned Ferron’s
achingly reso-
nant voice into
our minds, her
archetypal first-

person narratives and knowing
associations into our souls.
Shadows On A Dime garnered a
four-star rating from Rolling Stone.
After a sabbatical between 1985
and 1990, Ferron released the pri-
vate and hopeful Phantom Center.

In 1992 she released her first
live recording, Not A Still Life, and
her first instrumental album, Resting
With The Question, on her
Cherrywood Station label.

With Driver, Ferron’s eighth
recording (Cherrywood Station,
1994), Ferron digs deeper. Though
she puts her soul into every lyric and
note, Ferron remains enigmatic.
Here, she talks about her process of
writing, about the connections
between Driver and her life.

Laura Post: In
“Girl On A Road”
you write, “My
momma was a
waitress, my daddy
a truckdriver. The
thing that kept their
power from them
slowed me down a
while.” What is that
about?

Ferron: There was
no way to talk about the
things that you don't get
that you might have
wanted as a child.
Everybody had a life

that didn’t turn out some-

ahead:

how. But that's the sentence. When |
wrote that sentence down, | realized
that | forgive my parents everything.
Those two lines are so close together
.. . because I'm born once again out
of them, in that sentence. | forgive
what | didn’t get. Right in the writing
what happens is [that] | forgave.

What is the power of “Girl
On A Road?”

Something about taking ourselves
seriously. All the disappointment and
everything. For all | know, we're all
broken. You still have to do some-
thing. You can't just lay down and
die. You want to make something
beautiful. You can't just be broken.
You're going to paint a picture. You're



going to love somebody. Then your
life starts coming together. The emo-
tion is love of self, which is something
that I'm trying to learn how to do.

To me, the central line of
“Girl On A Road” is “Anger
upon angry hurt, take me by
the hand.” This is the sort of
universal truth that you cap-
ture.

It's quite scary, isn't it2 It's like
turning towards the thing that maybe
you would have run from all your life
and joining forces with it. In “Girl On
A Road” to pray that anger will take
your hand and take you into your
heart and open you up is like pray-
ing that a dragon would eat you. But
at the same time there’s no other
way. | can't believe that | finally said
it. | should say it every day. | should
say it every minute of the day until
my eyes open up into a new place.

At the Pacific Northwest
Cultural & Music Jamboree
and at the West Coast
Women’s Music & Comedy
Festival, the two places where
you played some of Driver, the
degree of emotional reaction
was very strong. Why?

There is something that as
women, particularly, but anybody

who has been violated in some way

over a period of time, would cry for.
The women at the festival who cried
— they’re no different from me.
We're together. We're all trying to

come through something, to make a
better place.

In the song “Cactus,”
which is also peaceful, you
have a line, “who will melt
your burden down. . .though
you probably don’t want that
yet.” What were you referring
to?

It's like letting go of drink. It's
like lefting go of drugs. It's like letting
go of fear, threatening relationships,
bruises, everything. It's like, “How do
you know if you're alive?” It's a scary
moment when you think, “Then what
am | going to do?”

That line from “Cactus” is
also witty. It seems that your
most recent work has more
humor in it than in the past.

Well, I'm hoping, you know. |
mean, we do get tired of our bur-
dens, don’t we? Something is starting
to be funny; either I'm starting to be
funny, or the repetition of patterns is

starting to be funny. Sometimes it's
funny just how long it takes to let go
of something. That once you let it go,
you just have to laugh because it was

so heavy.
continued on page 56...
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ferron continved from page 55...

In “Love Loves Me” you play
with a zydeco style and laugh a
lot; there’s the great line, “I finally
know what love does.”

It was a little too happy, too obses-
sive, looking for meaning in everything.
Looking externally. It's so vain, thinking
that love loves me, but | get what love
does.

s “Sunshine” about showing
what love does?

| just had to put loss and grief into a
form. The style was to play with a kind of
song. Here | am, possibly half way
through my life, trying to find something,
trying to understand. As if I'm 4 years old.
“Sunshine” has the same kind of forgive-
ness as “Girl On A Road,” the same tone,
but it's more inclusive.

Driver ends with a hopeful
note with “Maya,” which also con-
tains references to driving. How
did Driver get named?

The driving part came about during
the making of the album. Shelley
[Jennings, guitarist] was in town for a
month. We would get up really early
every morning, go to the gym, we'd work
out. Then we'd get in the car and [go] buy
a cup of coffee. Then we'd drive around.
We wouldn't talk, hardly. We'd just drive
— look at people’s houses. | guess | was
trying to figure out where to live. . . . |
was always driving.

What I'm talking about is all the ways
that | might have tried to control. I'm
admitting that whenever we're in the driv-
er’s seat . . . we have an added responsi-
bility. Some people think that it's great to
be in control. It's not always. | don’t even
know that | am; | think | want to know
what's driving.

| talked to a friend of mine who's a
sexual-abuse therapist. She said that
beyond the warrior stance, the separatist
stance, the next stage after all this is the
gardener. The album ends ends on

‘Maya,’ literally the garden and poetically
the idea that we can go to a place [in
which] we really grow and we grow
things. And everything transforms.

| don’t know if | could ever explain it,
and | wonder if other people who make
records could, but when | wrote “Maya,”
which was the end of January 1993, when
that song was finished, then | knew that |
had done the journey.

Laura L. Post is a
political-cultural
freelance writer
based in Oakland,
Calif.

CERTAIN
SMILES
DOROTHY TELL

A wonderful new voice in erotic
storytelling is a well-known voice
to many readers — the best selling
author of Wilderness Trek and the
Poppy Dilworth mystery series.

Dorothy Tell returns to us now
with a scorching collection that
will set new standards for erotica.

Among the many delights...

A woman’s covert fascination
with two women leads her to
follow them home, with aston-
ishing consequences...A pair of
lesbians seeking to spice up their
love life turn a leather shop into
a unique playground...A woman’s
book club unknowingly chooses
a lesbian novel to review — with
results that are better than fiction!

A woman’s obsession with a lesbian comedienne results in a much-
fantasized encounter...A very butch owner of a tailor shop featuring
“special fittings” finds the tables turned on her in her newest “session”...

And much more, especially the crowning glory of these tales, “The
Education of Mistress Odetta.” Combining wonderful story telling with
white-hot sexuality, this eye-popping tale of two voluptuous women
set in 1905 America is destined to be an erotic classic.

The lustiest stories of the year! ISBN 1-56280-066-3 $9.95

SWEET
CHERRY
WINE

CAROL SCHMIDT

After the shattering events of
Silverlake Heat Laney Samms is
putting her life back together by
living on the Los Angeles estate
of music impressario Kitt Meyers
and working with Kitt part time.

One afternoon, Laney and Kitt
rush to the assistance of a woman
being attacked. The dazed victim
denies the assault, mumbling that
the escaped rapist is “her ghost.”
Kitt recognizes the bedraggled
woman: ’'60s rock star Hayley [#
Malone, whose most recent
appearances have been in a series
of detox centers.

Emerging from detox, Hayley stays at Kitt’s, renewing her seductive
powers on Laney, and trying to build on her sobriety. But she lives
in fear of her “‘ghostly” visitations, and the bottle of sweet cherry wine
that always materializes to signal her next descent into drunkenness.

Nothing could get through both the estate’s security and Radar, Laney’s
German shepherd. Then Radar is nearly drowned in the pool, a bottle
of sweet cherry wine appears in the refrigerator, and Laney is attacked
by Hayley’s “ghost”... ISBN 1-56280-063-9 $9.95

CAROL SCHMIDT

Wiy 1 777

The Naiad Press, Inc.

P.O. Box 10543 e Tallahassee, Florida 32302
(904) 539-5965 ¢ FAX (904) 539-9731 e 1-800-533-1973
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Sapphic Screen continued from page 16...

Twenty-five Years Ago Today

Hey, you baby dykes, find out what
your older girlfriend is talking about —
check out Before Stonewall, Greta Schiller
and Andrea Weiss's documentary history
of the queer movement in the United States
from the 1920s to the 1960s. Narrated by
Rita Mae Brown, Before Stonewall (1985)
is still the only documentary on the events
leading up to the Stonewall Riofs.

Video Training for Gay Games V

Forget about aerobics — watching
Mariel Hemingway and former Olympian
Patrice Donnelly in Robert Towne’s
Personal Best should be enough inspiration
to tone up those unused muscles. Those
with gym teacher fantasies should fastfor-
ward through Ken Russell’s The Rainbow
to catch Amanda Donohoe’s lust-filled
bisexual phys ed teacher educating Sammi
Davis in this otherwise dull (and heterosex-
val) adaptation of the D.H. Lawrence
novel. For true masochists, there’s The

Martina Navratilova Workout, but be fore-
warned: Martina quickens the pace as the
workout forward — a speed at which it has
great comedy appeal.

Rent Queer Videos by Mail

All right, so you don't actually want to
buy Rainer Werner Fassbinder’s The Bitter
Tears of Petra Von Kant (frankly, not many
people would), and your local lesbian-
friendly video store doesn’t carry it. What
to do? Rent it from Chicago’s Facets Video.
Its Facets Gay & Lesbian Video Guide
($10.95) lists both queer titles and main-
stream videos with queer characters or
themes; unfortunately, it doesn’t subdivide
videos into lesbian and gay categories. The
guide does, however, have a separate sec-
tion listing AIDS and health-related instruc-
tional and educational videos, as well as
director, country and genre indices. There
are even nine one-page profiles of queer
directors, but — no surprise here — only
one is a lesbian (avant-garde experimental-
ist Chantal Akerman).Videos listed in the
guide are available for both sale and

rental. $25 buys you a year’s membership
and two free rentals; $100 gets you the
year’s membership and 12 free rentals.
Facets ships the video to you via UPS
ground service; you then have three days
after you receive it to watch it and send it
back at your cost in the reusable shipping
box. Facets Video, 1517 West Fullerton
Ave., Chicago IL 60614; (800) 3316197,
(312) 2819075, (312) 929-5437 fax.

Post Script

Hey, all you Katherine V. Forrest fans!
Murder at the Nightwood Bar is finally
heading for the silver screen. Four years
after he took on the project, Tim Hunter will
begin filming in June with Mary Louise
Parker (Fried Green Tomatoes) starring as
Kate Delafield and Tom “I'm Roseanne’s
husband” Arnold as Det. Ed Taylor. Kate's
love interest Andrea Ross still hadn’t been
cast at press time. Suggestions?

Judith M. Redding is a Philadelphia-based
independent filmmaker. Send tapes for review to

her attention ¢/o DENEUVE.
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baby dyke

hero(ine)!

by

bree coven

ou know that “Student of the Month”
Ything they do in school to recognize

outstanding individual students and
encourage the entire student body to strive
to meet their highest potential2 Wouldn't it
be great if we had something comparable
for lesbian youth2 I've yet to set foot in a
school that would award the title “Baby
Dyke of the Month,” but in the name of
youthful women-loving enthusiasm, 1I'd like
to create a space here dedicated to
applauding the efforts and contributions
young lesbian women make to our commu-
nity. The goal is to increase lesbian visibili-
ty among youth and provide role models
for ourselves and our peers. There are
young women all over the country who are
creating change just by being honest and
true to themselves. To be out is to actively
participate in the movement. This takes
courage. For that reason | would like to
salute the brave baby dykes who are not
only out, but involved. They are Baby Dyke
Heroines.

In an upcoming issue (or several) I'd
like to feature Real Live Baby Dyke
Heroines as part of this column. In order to
do this, I'll need your support and partici-
pation. If you consider yourself or some-
one you know to be a potential Baby Dyke
Heroine, don't keep it to yourself! Fill out
the entry form at the right and send it in.
Anyone can be a Heroine. The only
requirements for our purposes are that you
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are a "baby dyke” (lesbian under 22
years of age) and have made some sort of
contribution to the gay community. The
kind of contribution you make is up to
you. Let us take note of your studies, arts
involvement, political activism, volunteer
or community service participation, intern-
ship, employment, extracurricular or relat-
ed activities.

Sorry, we can't offer you a prize (no,
the “winners” will not receive a cute little
baby dyke of their very own to take home
with them), but we will celebrate your
baby dyke heroism by featuring your
name, your picture and a bit about what
makes you so special right here on this
very page.

Now for guidelines. The entry form
will give us the basics, but you don't have
to limit yourself to merely filling out a
form. We invite further comments, any-

b vy

thing you feel like telling us about yourself
and, if appropriate, examples of your
accomplishments. (Like, if you're a poet,
send in a poem.) As you will be heralded
in this magazine, you should be comfort-
able with being out to that degree. We
will need a release form with your signa-
ture, stating that DENEUVE may publish your
name and photograph. If you're under 18,
the release form must also be signed by
your parent or guardian (sorry, | know that
may propose a
sticky situation for
some). The dead-
line for entering is
Aug. 31. That's all
there is to it! Be my
hero(ine)!

(BE MY . . . ) BABY DYKE HEROINE!

Bree Coven is a 21-year-old New Yorker
and loves being a baby dyke..

Age
Address

Phone

Signature

gay and lesbian community.

(Parent’s signature required if Baby Dyke Heroine hopeful is under 18 years old.)

If you cannot list your home address or phone, please provide
another way to reach you: e-mail or PO box, for example.

BIO: Include your inferests and activities, involvements in the lesbian and feminst
communities, age at which you came out, career goals, concerns and hopes for the

You will probably need more room to write than what is provided here.
Please send completed form by Aug. 31, 1994 to: Bree Coven,
C/O DENEUVE Magazine, 2336 Market Street #15 San Francisco CA 94114




out in front continued from page 8...

“It'll be so great to be in New York
and have all my friends come and my fam-
ily and stuff,” she says with a big smile.
“It'll really be amazing.”

In fact, many “really amazing” oppor-
tunities have presented themselves to
Berger this year. Some of her recent activi-
ties include appearances on radio’s The
Alex Bennett Show and National Public
Radio as well as the short film Very Funny,
a “mockumentary” of straight comedy,
which will be shown at gay and lesbian
film festivals across the country. She's also
thrilled to be a part of Comedy Central’s
second Out There gay and lesbian come-
dy special. A Cable Car Award nomina-
tion as “Entertainer of the Year” tops off
this sudden burst of popularity and nation-
al exposure.

Much of this attention stems from the
fact that her unique brand of stand-up
crosses many barriers to reach diverse
audiences. For instance, the first thing one
notices about Berger is her thick New York
Jewish accent (“Now when people ask me
where I'm from, | just say, ‘France,”” she
quips.). Indeed, much of her act focuses
on her relationship with her family. She
finds that this Jewish slant, often found in
mainstream comedy, gives straight audi-
ences a sense of familiarity. “I did a show
called ‘Kung Pao Kosher Comedy’ at this
Chinese restaurant last December — you
know, something for Jewish people to do
on Christmas Eve. And so, | got up there
and | did like five minutes that wasn't gay,
and then | came out to them, and | still had
them. It is universal; it does translate. | told
this one joke and they just lost it: | said,
"You know, my family always said no man
would be good enough.” Well, they lost it.
‘Cause don't they all say that to their
daughterse”

Since that first experience at the
Punchline in 1984, Berger has played
many straight clubs, even, as she points
out, "before it was chic, before it was
trendy.” She laughs, “I was a trend-setter.”
She finds the opportunity to play main-
stream audiences “really fabulous, ‘cause
I'll tell you the truth, | never thought that in
my lifetime it would be acceptable. . . .

You know the joke 'How many lesbians
does it take to change a light bulb2 That's
not funny.” And the thing is but, no, we
are, and I'm so glad now that we're in the
mainstream media, so that people can say,
‘Oh, well that's not what | thought they
were like."””

Regardless of what audience she’s
playing, Berger uses her theater training
and improvisation experience to add
another unique element to her stand-up act.
Part of her show introduces “Dr. Ruth” for a
question and answer session. Later, as a
therapist she “helps” people with their
problems. This direct interaction brings her
closer to the audience and also succeeds
in keeping her act fresh. “It's always gonna
be a unique experience between the audi-
ence and me,” she explains. “It's like an
ephemeral art form. It's something that a
whole room full of strangers share, but it's
just then — next time that won’t happen.”
And unlike some comics, Berger avoids
making the audience members the butts of
her jokes and come-backs. “I don't think
people should come to see comedy for hos-
tility,” she says.

Wide-reaching humor, creativity, a
quick wit, friendly interaction with her audi-
ence — seemingly perfect traits for a stand-
up comic. But, as Berger discovered, these
skills also come in handy for a drama ther-
apist. As a therapist, Berger often works
with groups of patients, encouraging them
to express their emotions within the context
of improvised dramatic scenarios. For
example, she has bolstered people’s
assertiveness by casting them as Capt.
Picard in Star Trek. But, she adds, “It's not
all about fun, but | do strive to have a
good time and be in the moment. And
that's what's so healthy about comedy.”

Although Berger would some day like
to devote herself to fulltime drama therapy,
she vows she will never stop doing stand-
up. “I'm a really lucky person because |
found two things in my life that make me
really happy that | get to do, and that's
kind of incredible.”

Story by Bonnie B. Ricca, DENEWVE copyeditor
Photo by Jill Posener

BrOad-
minded?

We are! Quick Comeback ™ introduces our new
line of t-shirts sreen printed on 100% heavweight
cotton.They're fun and attractive... just like you!

Wear them with pride or with your combat boots!

P
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Parmar continued from page 37...

the center of the film.” Because of their
commitment to making FGM issues visible,
Parmar and Walker have earned the
appreciation of African feminists, who
have not been as successful in reaching an
international audience.

For a lesbian to broach the subiject,
as Parmar has, means another layer of
opposition. “If you're really out in an inter-
national public arena as | am, you
become an easy target for all kinds of
homophobia. It's easy for people to dis-
miss your work, and it can be dangerous.”

Most of the women Parmar has salut-
ed in her films have been “queer” in the
largest sense of the word — June Jordan,
Alice Walker, Angela Davis — though
none of the above uses the “L” word. But
Parmar insists that being out is the only
way for her. “I've been out for many
years. | don't put pressure on anybody
else to be out, but for me personally, to
live my life with honesty and self-respect,
it's necessary to be out as a lesbian.”

She cites her early filmmaking with
Out on Tuesday as an important influence.
For the first time, a medium was reserved
for so-called marginalized groups to have
a space of their own; not just lesbians and
gays, but people of color, women and
Third World peoples. Parmar feels the suc-
cess of the series is due to the accessibility
of images about the queer community so
they can actively redefine, explore and
document queer history in an assertive
and unapologetic manner.

For Khush Parmar enjoys the honor —
and also the wrath — of having produced
one of few films documenting South Asian
lesbians and gays. She has faced serious
criticisms about exoticization of Indian cul-
ture, and rumors that the two women in the
love scene were straight didn’t help mat-
ters. “People expect it to be like the epic
story of South Asian lesbians and gays,
every single person has to be included,
every point of view. . . . In no way is the
claim made that this is the definitive work
on the subject. They represent my own per-
ceptions, my own creations working with
the people in those films.”

But what about that love scene?
Parmar admits, “People try and dismiss the
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film because they're not lesbian actresses.”
Of the Indian women within the actors
union, only one straight actress, Rita Wolf
(My Beautiful Laundrette) made firm her
commitment to Khush.

For future projects, Parmar is interested
in doing more lesbian erotica, especially
with the differences in sexual expression
between women of color. She's also work-
ing on a documentary on British-Asian
artists, men and women, straight and gay
together. “Cultures are coming together, cul-
tures are colliding, cultures are co-existing,
and all over the world dominant cultures are
being reshaped through their encounters
with socalled marginalized cultures.”

As a diasporan Indian woman, a les-
bian and a political activist, Parmar has
remained constant and true to her passion
for giving platforms to the underrepresent-
ed and marginalized.

Kim Compoc is a Filipino activist with
Asian and Pacific lesbians Eliminating
Sexist, Homophobic, Imperialist Terror
(APESHIT) and a writer for Phoenix Rising.
H. B. Narumanchi is an Indian videomaker
producing and directing Straight For The
Money: Interviews With Queer Sex
Workers.

caring for our own

continued from page 11...

women, the AIDS budget is more than ten
times that allotted for breast cancer — even
though more than 45,000 women die of the
disease each year.

“We have a skewed perspective on our
own health,” CFIDS sufferer Smith said. “As
women we are constantly taking care of oth-
ers — it's our role in the society. But we have
also internalized the sexism and homopho-
bia of that society, and those things tell us
that we don’t deserve to get the same freat-
ment as men — straight or gay. And we
don't. Doctors tell us that we aren't really
sick when we are dying. Gay men tell us
that what is killing us isn’t as terrible as
what's killing them. And even though les-
bians are dropping dead all over the place
or silently suffering without the benefit of ser-
vice organizations or buddy systems, no one
is paying attention, no one is helping us.”

Folayan noted that sometimes lesbians
who are ill need very mundane things. “If

somebody asked me what they could do to
help, it might be to do my laundry or buy my
groceries. But that's the kind of thing nobody
wants to do for you. So you're stuck.”

Women like Bryan think that conscious-
ness-raising of the old-fashioned feminist
kind might help, including women with
breast cancer taking off their shirts and
wearing their mastectomies proudly.

“There are so many areas in which les-
bian health care concerns haven’t been
addressed that it is hard to know where to

i’

start examining them,” she noted. “There
are all these women with cancer in our com-
munity, but where are the special support
groups just for us2”

Smith pointed out the heferosexist bias
of support groups for chronic illness. “The
support groups are there for chronic illness-
es, but they are all geared toward straight
people. But lesbians are already so isolated
— we really need lesbian-specific supports
just for us and our needs.”

O'Hanlon said the various problems
that besiege lesbians with chronic illness or
cancer or even AIDS won't be going away
any time soon. “There is so much to fight, so
many changes to make,” she said. “I really
believe that the place to start is with doctors,
to make the health care system more acces-
sible to lesbians.”

But the deeper internal problem within
the queer community — particularly the
problem of visibility for lesbians with chronic
or lifethreatening illnesses — may be much
more symptomatic of sexism than homopho-
bia.

Regardless of the source of the conflicts,
illness is affecting lesbians in many of the
same ways AIDS has affected gay men. We
have lost some of our strongest voices —
like Lorde — to death. But others — such as
Adrienne Rich, Susan Griffin, Joanna Russ
and Joan Nestle —struggle daily with the
debilitating effects of severe illness.

“I'd like to see us acknowledge, as a
community, that we have a lot of sick and
dying women,” said Smith. “It isn't about
our being victims — it's about our helping
each other to be survivors. | know | need
help, and so do a lot of other lesbians. But
our community has to see us first before it
can offer us its support.”
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Personals

INTROSPECTIVE SEXPOT

Artist/humorist (28, 5°6”", femme, attractive), captive to life’s
lesbian tour. I enjoy music composition, video projects and vege-
tarian cuisine — thus my motto: “When all else fails, eating
watermelon is fun, and spitting the seeds at a loved one is
naughty rapture.” Photo appreciated, (home movies optional).
Box 4301.

SOFT-BUTCH IN TEXAS

Seeking lesbians around the Victoria, Tex., area to hang out with
or correspond with. I'm 20, white, HIV-negative, very honest,
interested in many thing, and like going out and being with oth-
ers. I'm not into drugs or alcohol. Age or race doesn’t matter.
Couples welcomed. No bis please. Box 4302.

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO

Lesbian feminist, 42, educated, professional, attractive, intelli-
gent, great sense of humor. I enjoy books, movies, gardening,
animals, stimulating conversations and seeing the humor in all of
life. I want to meet other honest, sincere women. No smokers,
alcohol/substance abusers. Box 4303.

CAN YOU RELATE TO

Passing on the takers, talkers & self-absorbed types. Believing in
treating others like you want to be treated. Not butch or femme,
just you. Tend to be the three S’s; shy, sensitive and sentimental.
Are intelligent, easy on the eyes and fun. Are emotionally, physi-
cally and financially stable. I'm a 33 GBF, let’s talk. Box 4304.

YOUNG FEMININE BLONDE

Seeking feminine lesbian or bi 17-27 years old for friendship and
lots of fun. Will travel to NY, PA, NJ, DE. I'm a 5’4", 107-Ib.
night owl. Very tender, caring, passionate, but you’ll love my
wild side. Will answer all. Please send photo. Box 4305.

GWF, 24, MAINE

Soft-butch, college honors student, mother of two young daugh-
ters. I like rock music, stand-up comedy, eating out anywhere,
reading — especially Lesléa Newman — and movies. I laugh a
lot, cry sometimes and smile too damn much. Seeking penpals,
friendship, maybe romance? Write — I'll write back! Box 4306.

ATTRACTIVE, GWF, 28

Seeks charming, witty, candid, feminine GWF who appreciates
the arts, literature, and/or music; inclined to the experiences of
life however simple or profound. For fun, sharing, friendship and
potentially more. Box 4307.

ATTENTION ATLANTA WOMEN

GWEF, 36, Planning to relocate to Atlanta area in the summer.
Desires correspondence with warm, friendly GF interested in
rock/folk music, hiking, cats, reading, women’s and Native
American studies, writing, etc. Write and tell me about your
experiences in Atlanta and about you! Box 4308.

GWF, 29, MICHIGAN

Loves music, especially pop/rock, quiet Sunday mornings, cool
fall afternoons and writing and receiving letters. My weaknesses
are pizza and diet Coke. Seeking pen friends from all over the
country and world. Write to Pam at Box 4309.

OUT IN AFRICA

American loving life and my projects here in West Africa, but no
women’s coffee house in sight. Seeking opportunities to share
news, thoughts, and laughs — of course I'll answer all. I promise
good stories of life over here — you may even want to visit!
Let’s get friendly. Box 4310.

SHY CHINESE!

Warm, caring, 26 years, love music, art, cooking. Seeking attrac-
tive feminine woman that understands. Would love photos. No
bis. BOX 4110.

r-——————————————————————————————————————————————

I KNOW WHAT I WANT

And I want it now. Call it sophistication, maybe satisfaction,
always palpitations. Never disbelieving, she is always watching.
tension crescending, physically demanding, cerebrally expan-
sive, expression scintillating. certain sappho femme, simply
overstated, more than just a friend. Box 4311.

I’'M ON THE LOOKOUT

For healthy lesbian friends and a social life! Feeling isolated in
SW Florida. I'm an outdoorsy, fun-loving, lesbian feminist who
has a lot to offer. How about you? Please drop me a line. Box
4312.

BLACK FEMALE, 25

Nice, would like to meet feminine Hispanic woman (would pre-
fer to meet a lipstick lesbian) between the ages of 25-30, in the
San Antonio area. Box 4313.

SLEEPLESS IN FLORIDA

GWEF professional fifty-something, soft butch, seeks educated,
loving, grounded, feminine friends and one lover! Enjoys music,
nature, books, pets, candlelight dinners, good conversation.
Dislikes drugs, promiscuity, loud music, ex-alcoholics. Box
4314.

ANDROGYNOUS WOMAN

30. Just ended long-term relationship. I'm athletic, outdoorsy,
romantic and lost. If you are honest, intelligent, cute and looking
for fun and adventure, drop me a line. Box 4207.

WORDS ARE A WAY OF LIFE

Chicago woman seeks to expand her horizons both horizontally
and vertically. At 40, experiencing the expanded vision of mid-
life. Looking to go to the layer below. Write to Box 4214.

ANDROGYNOUS BY BIRTH

Balanced by nature. Intent on enjoying life. Captive audience to
a woman with a sense of humor and self. Seeking adventurous,
inquisitive female-identified woman for long weekends by the
ocean or mountains. 30-plus, Southeast. Box 4215.

ATTENTION CALIFORNIA DYKES

My GAM boyfriend needs a green card through marriage. If
your girlfriend needs one too, this GWM can reciprocate. Box
4102.

HAVE LOST FRIENDS

Older lesbian..Lost contacts. Catherine “Bunny” Bell,
California? Gladys “Ricky” Errickson, California? Jean Rader
AKA Marty Stauffer. Any info. Shay Rhinelander, Box 78,
McDonough, NY 13801.

SEARCHING FOR BEAUTIFUL

Girl, we met in Maui on Christmas Night *93, at the Grand
Wailea Resort in the restroom of Tsunami’ Nightclub. You
wished me a Merry Christmas, I stood there speechless. .I'd like
to find you. You were wearing a brown print dress and had
brownish red curls. If you remember me please give me an indi-
cation. Fax note (312) 588-8879.

PASSIONATE, MUSICAL, GWF

25, Romantic, sincere, tender, friend with many interests!
Seeking an honest, loving, feminine, 100% gay woman, 25-35,
to complete me. All friendly letters welcome, but please — no
bis. A photo would be exciting, but not vital for reply. Write:
Sharon, PO Box 456, Birmingham, MI 48012.

OPEN TO ALL

22, small-town girl looking for friends and more. Enjoy reading,
music, conversation and sweet talk. Honesty and humor a must.

Passion for life a plus! Let’s get the wheel spinning. K.C., RD2

Box 2081, Lake George, NY 12845.

CITY GIRL SEEKING FARM
I am looking to spend the summer working and living on a les-
bian-owned farm. (401) 831-9041.

ATTENTION CALIFORNIA DYKES

My GAM boyfriend needs a green card through marriage. If
your girlfriend needs one too, this GWM can reciprocate. BOX
4102.

(Outside the US, Boxes are $15.)
Box # 2336 Market St. #15, S.F. CA 94114.
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NJ LESBIAN, 28

Looking for other lesbians nearby to hang out, go to concerts,
vacations, etc. Tired of being misunderstood by straight friends
and need communication with my own kind. I'm uninvolved, so
romance is a wonderful possibility but not my sole objective;
anything can happen. Love womyn’s music, Garbo/K. Hepburn
movies, animals, books, etc. Also love to write letters, so I'll
welcome correspondence from lesbians all over. Will answer all.
No bis please. I'd love to hear from you at: Beth Weis, PO Box
1491, Highstown, NJ 08520.

EXPERIENCED ASTROLOGER

straight 40, WM seeks friendship and correspondence with astro-
logical minded lesbians of all orientations in north Texas. All
letters answered with a chart. No fee. Include birth date, time of
day and place of birth. JR, PO Box 632, Rio Vista TX 76093.

COMMUNICATION A MUST!

Attractive Filipino/Spanish, 31, 5°8"", 130 Ibs., hardworking pro-
fessional, spontaneous, healthy, tan, dark hair, tantalizing eyes,
looking for mature, intelligent, fun, sincere, clean, monogamous,
romantic woman. Age, color, social, political, educational and
past background is no issue. Enjoy writing original music,
nature, traveling, movies, art. Will travel. Photo appreciated.
Maricar, 2939 Alta View Drive, Suite O, Box 340, San Diego,
CA 92139.

MIDWESTERN TRANSPLANT

WANTED: Attractive, feminine, dedicated, well-dressed, sexy
career woman, to live, love, laugh & play with. If you want to be
cooked for, massaged, romanced, loved & escorted by this
STRONG, good-looking, masculine/androgynous, blonde, blue-
eyed, mid-30s, passionate gentlewoman or savage lover/gigolo:
Write with photo enclosed: P.O. Box 2514, Asheville, NC
28802.

S/W/F/ (30ISH)

Sensitive, caring, bi; incarcerated. Non-violent. OUT SOON!
Seek Bi/W/F for friendship; possible relationship. Photo if possi-
ble. To: Ké Helms #18405, PO Box 1989, Ely NV 89301.

GAY FEMALE COUPLE
30s, from England, seek pen-pals. Will respond to all correspon-
dence.

DESIROUS OF???

Serious relationship with GWF caring heart and open mind
requirder, me 29 GWF mature, honest, humourous HIV+
Floridian. Let’s listen/learn from each other and find/enjoy what
most miss in this lifetime. Box 3625.

CATSKILL MTS, NY

lesbian feminist, 41, brown eyes black and gray hair; honest, out-
going and romanitc. I enjoy reading, movies, eating out and laugh-
ing. Please write including photo and phone number. Box 4108.

WORDS ARE A WAY OF LIFE

Chicago woman seeks to expand her horizons both horizontally
and vertically. At 40, experiencing the expanded vision of mid-
life. Looking to go to the layer below. Write to Box 4214.

WRY TOASTY FEMINIST

28, seeks honey. I believe there’s a reason for everything, even
if I have to make it up. Shy, opinionated, playful and thoughtful.
Tell me why your best friend loves you. BOX 4105.

OPEN TO ALL

22, small-town girl looking for friends and more. Enjoy reading,
music, conversation and sweet talk. Honesty and humor a must.

Passion for life a plus! Let’s get the wheel spinning. K.C., RD2

Box 2081, Lake George, NY 12845.

DO YOU NEED

Help, information, friends...? Published professional and non-
professional health-workers around to travel to you now free,
before we move west next year, if not sooner: Chriss & Ann, PO
Box 442, Greensburg PA 15601-0442. (412) 834-2075.

d

rejected.

Complete payment must accompany all advertising.
No refunds
first 50 words = $15.00

i g

# of additional words X $1.00

Box ($5) Optional $

Additional Headline(s) $

Subtotal $

Multiply subtotal b! insertions* x
(*the number of issues your ad will appear in)

TOTAL DUE $

U.S. Funds Only Please 1
1

L_——————————————-————-—_————————————————————————J
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WOMAN + WOMAN
Relationship Horoscope. Unique Gift. Life Partner — Friend —
Lover — 11 to 13 pages of interpretations linking both charts
and detailing the relationship. Send both birth dates, times and
places of birth to: B. Henry, PO Box 145, Peabody MA 01960.
$15. PROMPT REPLY.

INTERNS
DENEUVE is searching for interns in computer arts, business, journalism
and general publishing. The women of DENIM and San Francisco
are calling you! Send letter of intent/resumé to: Office Manager,
DINEVE Magazine , 2336 Market Street #15 , SF CA 94114,

TONYA NATION

Are you a victim of the system? Do you drink beer, shoot pool
and split wood with your bare hands? Well, even if you don’t,
that’s O.K., sister. Do you think Gillooly deserves to be bobbit-
ted? So do we. We're a group of spunky dykes who think Nancy
will soon be exposed as a big, toothy poseur. We know. We're
Tonya Nation. Write us at T. Nation, 2336 Market Street, #15
San Francisco CA 94114.

BOLD OUT LESBIAN TEENS
I'm looking for some voices for the printed page. Contact
BOLT: 1216 Taylor St. Ste. 21, San Francisco CA 94108.

WOMEN VETERANS/WOMEN IN MILITARY

needed to complete anonymous survey for dissertation on expe-
riences of women in military. Contact: Melissa S. Herbert,
6616B E Calle La Paz, Tucson, AZ 85715.LESBIAN HOME
EXCHANGE

Planning a vacation? We can connect you with lesbians all over
the USA and UK for home exchange. SASE to HOME
EXCHANGE (LD), PO Box 567, Northampton MA 01061.

NOEL
PSYCHIC
ASTROLOGER
REVEALS PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE.
REUNITES LOVERS. RESTORES
HAPPINESS AND PEACE OF MIND.
99% ACCURATE.

(800) 431-3800.

WRITERS & ARTISTS:

This summer, work exchange half-day for studio time and space
and $60 week food contribution at the Women's Art Colony Tree
Farm, Poughkeepsie, NY. Beautiful country setting, swimming,
your own room, communal life with women artists. For informa-
tion send SASE to Kate Millett 295 Bowery, NYC, NY 10003.

ILLUSTRATORS ARTISTS ENCOURAGED

To take full advantage of unique musclely model posing in erot-
ic and slave clothing. For illustration of this side of our lives.
Stretch your imagination, sketch this. Send inquiries to PO Box
9387, Berkeley CA 94709-0387.

REQUEST FOR SUBMISSIONS

Arab Lesbian and Bisexual Women Tell Their Stories is an
anthology of writings by Arab lesbian and bisexual women from
around the world. Submissions sought from women of different
generations, countries and socio-economic backgrounds. The
writings can be in any form including but not limited to: poetry,
letters, essays, journal entries, short stories, plays, but must in
some way touch on being Arab and being lesbian/bisexual. You
may write under a pen name, in Arabic or English or a combina-
tion. Submissions are requested by June 15, 1994. Please
enclose SASE with your material. For more information or to
submit material, write to PO Box 460526, S.F. CA 94114 USA.

I AM LOOKING

To interview lesbians, gays, and bisexuals of all races who lived
in the Washington, D.C., area prior to the mid-1950’s for a book
I am writing on the lesbian, gay and bisexual life in Washington,
D.C. from the nineteenth to mid-twentieth century. Written
material by or about gay individuals from this period would also
be welcomed. Please contact Brett Beemyn, African American
Studies, 303 English Philosophy Building, University of lowa,
Towa City 1A 52242; (319) 335-0317.

WOMEN AND BUDDHISM
Seeking material for an anthology of writings on issues of gender, race, class,
authority and tradition within Buddhist institutions and their effect on
women’s participation in the development and practice of American
Buddhism. Seeking diversity — from longtime, commited Buddhists to unaf-
filiated or “informal” practitioners. Lesbian/bi and women of color strongly
encouraged. Send to: AOL BODHIGAL, Anthology, 2336 Market Street
#142, San Francisco CA 94114,

servi

ces

HEALING PLANT GARDENS FOR WOMEN

Low maintenance, drought tolerant gardens for N. Cal. and San
Francisco Bay Area. Biweekly maintenance and clearing ser-
vices too. (510) 436-3454.

HOMO-WRITES

Intro correspondence service for lesbian/gays. Computerized
matching. For free info send SASE: H-WRITES DEPT. D, PO
BOX 632, Gracie Station, NY NY 10028.

TOO BUSY TO CLEAN

Bad vibes in the house. Dirty girls will scrub your house from
baseboard to ceiling. We'll leave it smelling and feeling fresh.
One time special bad vibe chasing for women. Mention this ad
for a free gift when you call (510) 436-3454.

UNCOVER HER/YOUR LOVE

And lifestyles, motivations, true character & more, through
ancient Chinese astrology. Analysis includes list of 100+
celebrities sharing your “Chinese Sign.” Send birthday, year,
$8/SASE [two for $12] to Astroline, POB 11449, Dpt E, Wash
DC 20008.

travel

PALM SPRINGS

The Discreet Desert Women’s Retreat with Southwest Style and
Charm! Unmatched comfort and luxury with full amenities.
Brochure and Reservations call Judy Nelson (619) 778-5883.

LESBIAN PARADISE!

20 charming rooms, 100 mountain acres, pool, hot tub,
hiking/skiing trails, spacious fireplaced common areas, peace &
privacy. Highlands Inn, Box 118DE, Bethlehem, NH 03574.
(603) 869-3978.

MT. MAMAS PACKING & RIDING CO.

Hiking, packing, riding with horses in the beautiful Mts. of No.
New Mexico. Call Harpy or Rose (505) 638-9150. Or write Gen.
Del., Canones NM 87516.

MAUI WOMYNS B&B

Hale O Wahine — Share our paradise and spirit of Aloha!
Where exotic meets erotic. Specialized vacation planning and
commitment ceremonies available. (800) DO-WOMYN.
LESBIAN HOME EXCHANGE

Planning a vacation? We can connect you with lesbians all over
the USA and UK for home exchange. SASE to HOME
EXCHANGE (LD), PO Box 567, Northampton MA 01061.
SANTA FE SKI RENTAL

Romantic Adobe Casita in high desert with majestic mountain
vistas, located between Sandia Park ski area and Santa Fe ski
basin near Madrid. Full kitchen, large bath, sleeps 2-4, weekly
rates. (505) 438-8742.

MAUI WEDDINGS

Affordable and romantic. Simple or deluxe. Choice of water-
fall/garden or oceanfront, both offering total privacy. Complete
vacation planning offering the lowest airfares and best variety of
accommodations. (800) 659-1866.

E |
g‘,}‘s o?ﬁ% ESCAPE TO PARADISE!

7

Vacation on beautiful
St. Croix and enjoy the
only Gay/Lesbian Beach
Front Resort in the U.S.

Virgin Islands. Suites with
Formerly King

Frederick Hotel view Balconies, Pool,

Jacuzzi, Bar, Cafe and
Bill and Reba
are back! more! Call for Information

1-800-524-2018

Walk along narrow streets and
browse through art galleries and
shops. Dine at intimate restaurants.
Relax at comfortable, quaint inns
offering personal service and
friendly new faces.

Bike through the National Seashore
or stroll along beaches and dunes.
call or write:
Provincetown Business Guild
PO Box 421-D
Provincetown, MA 02657
1-800-637-8696

PROVINCETOWNOW!

July 11-17,

1994 «Key West

va il

in para

For info call Women in Paradise

1-800-705-4376

FOURTAIN,

ail o

DON’T BE OVERWEIGHT
In '94. We've got the solution for your new year’s resolution.
100% natural. 100% money-back guaranteed. $30, 30 days.
(800) 951-3012. Thigh cream: I've got it!

PONY GIRL LEATHER
Top-quality leather products made by womyn for womyn. Send
SASE for free catalog to PO Box 11811, Knoxville TN 37939.

“DENEUVE CENTRE”

All films, photos, records, CDs available by CATHERINE
DENEUVE — penpals worldwide. US TV appearances by
HUNGER star wanted. 1 Pond Meadow, MILFORD HAVEN,
SA731HB Wales U.K. (Patience Gent.)

INTERNATIONAL GUIDE

to Periodicals of Interest to Feminists, Lesbians and Gay Men.
Over 400 listed! $9 ppd to Tsunami Records, PO Box 42282,
Tuscon AZ 85733

FREE LESBIAN BOOK AND GIFT CATALOG

Books, music, videos, postcards, jewelry and more. Send
request: New Herizons Books and Gifts, Dept DV, PO Box 405,
Lancaster MA 01523, or call (508) 365-4340. Catalogs mailed
discreetly.

GOLDEN THREADS

Contact publication for lesbian women over 50 (and younger).
Worldwide. Sample mailed discreetly, $5 (U.S.$) OR send
SASE for free information, PO Box 60475, Northampton MA
01060-0475.

DESERT HEARTS

You’ve seen the movie, fell in love. Now you have the opportu-
nity to own one of the original framed posters. Asking price
$400 postage paid. Please contact Shondy, 7408 Raleigh Ave.,
Lubbock TX 79424.

JODIE FOSTER NEWSLETTER.
Send $2 payable to: Reyes, Box 4901, Albuquerque NM 87196.
Future Issues, free.

FREE GAY & LESBIAN MAIL ORDER CATALOG.
Picky Women (800) 225-2551. T-shirts, gifts and specialties.
Wholesale requests welcome. Custom screen printing available.

RENT LESBIAN VIDEOS THROUGH THE MAIL!!

The Charis Video Rental Service makes almost every major les-
bian title available. Drama, comedy, erotica, documentaries and
a lot more! Why buy when you can rent? To join immediately,
send $20 for your membership kit (USA only). Or write for more
info. Charis Video, PO Box 797, Dept. DEN3, Brooklyn, NY
11231. Lesbian-owned.

FREE LESBIAN BOOK & GIFT CATALOG

Books, music, videos, postcards, jewelry and more. Send
request: New Herizons Books and Gifts, Dept DV, PO Box 405,
Lancaster MA 01523 or call (508) 365-4340. Catalogs mailed
discreetly.

LIKE ROMANCE?

Action-Adventure? Tough Women? Freeland awaits you.
Warriors of Isis, by Jean Stewart, Rising Tide Press, is available
now at fine bookstores. C’mon! Join the Warrior Cult!
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business opportunities

VENDORS WANT ED
Gay & Lesbian production company
needs vendors to sell T-shirts, gifts and
Pride-wear at festivals and events.
Write PO BOX 25933,
Little Rock AR 72221.

mail order

(D's & CASSETTES

LESBIAN/ GAY MUSICIANS
& WOMEN IN ROCK!

To get your CATALOGUE and $2.00 OFF first order,
send 55 (check or m.o.) to:

JUUTcast

Productions

38-11 Ditmars Blvd. ® Suite #234 o Dept. #2
Astoria, NY 11105

New bands/artists welcome.

LESBIAN MAIL ORDER
BOOK CATALOG

FREE

® Over 1000 books, videos, CDs

® Fast, personal service

® Toll-free ordering with Visa /MC
CAaLL FOR Your FRee CATALOG TODAY

W% 1-800-648-5333

NORTH CAROLINA

FURNITURE

The biggest discounts on America's finest furniture.
We represent almost every major manufacturer
of fine home and office furnishings.

We deliver and set up your home anywhere in the
U.S., Canada, or worldwide. Call today for
prices, details and our free brochure
(manufacturer's packets, $5).

N

North Carolina

DISCOUNT FURNITURE SALES
FINE FURNISHINGS SHIPPED WORLDWIDE

(919) 638-9164

DENEUVE may/sune 1994

It’s HO

and it's hot off
the press -
the Brand-New

1994
Women’s
Traveller!

the Ultimate Resource
for North America

* COMPLETELY UPDATED
* NEW Events Calendar

* Expanded section for women's
Festivals & Tours

Available at your local lesbian/gay bookstore

or call Damron at 128004626654

PO Box 422458, San Francisco, CA 94142

Gay & Lesbian Literature

A DIFFERENT LIGHT
BOOKSTORE

...more than 13,000 fiction and
non-fiction titles in stock

everything by, for and about lesbian and
gay people, along with videos for sale
and rent, cards, calendars and many of
“our” magazines and newspapers from
all over America and sometimes
beyond...Call 800-343-4002
(in New York City: 212-989-4850) or
write to New York for Our Annotated
and lllustrated Mail Order Catalogue
or visit
548 Hudson St., New York NY 10014,
212-989-4850
489 Castro St., San Francisco CA
94114, 415-431-0891
8853 Santa Monica Blvd., West
Hollywood CA 90069,
310-854-6601

PALIKAI

Bed and breakfast hide-away
on Kauai's ‘
spectacular North Shore i

P. O. Box 450, Kilauea, HI 96754

808-828-6691

|  CLASSIFIED SPECIAL! |
| 30 words for only $25! TYPE/PRINT YOURAD |
| ON A SEPARATE SHEET. UNLIMITED INSERTIONS, |
| OFFER EXPIRES WITH NEXT DEADLINE. FOR COM-|
| MERCIAL OR BOXED ADS CALL: (415) 863-6538. |
I DENEUVE CLASSIFIEDS 2336 MARKET ST, |
#15, S.F., CA 94114,
NEXT DEADLINE: MAY 5, 1994



Finally, a long distance Get out your phone bill and
calling program designed for our compare rates. Don't forget to include
community. Our rates are up to 25% any special fees AT&T, MCI and Sprint

lower than AT&T, Sprint or MCI. And

best of all, 2% of your charges are

donated to the gay, lesbian, bi or HIV
organization of your choice. With 1 out
of every 15 gay households
participating, we can create over
$21 million a year in funding
for our community. Join the
revolution.

Call anywhere
in the world. There are no
membership fees. You get a free

OFFICIAL

l°”°g;’:}:f}‘9§:""“ calling card. We pay for any whether or not you make ah’jf call ;
LTIl switching fees. And becausewe — With CommunitySpirit you pay just
: use the nation's only 100% 13.9¢ a minute for the first 60 minutes
V Digital Fiber Optic Network, the each week and 9.9¢ a minute for
“ﬁﬂ sound quality is the best additional minutes for any interstate
available. call placed after 5pm weekdays or
Wondering how we can save  anytime on weekends.
you money and still donate 2% of your What are you waiting for?

charges? We didn't hire Murphy Brown  Unleash the Power!
to sell our program. Sorry Candice.

Call Now. 24-Hour Customer Service. Make The Switch Today!








